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The Farmstead Inn has continued to be the most reasonable facility
we have been able to locate. The ease of unloading, room rates, endless
area attractions, and attandance from the public have made the location
popular.
The most important part of the Shipshewana Show though has been
the attendance of the collectors. Without you as the collector
taking the time and effort to drive or fly to this northern Indiana show,
the outcome would be dismal.
For those who have not been to the show, I would encourage you to
google Shipshewana, Indiana and check out the many local attractions.
The Shipshewana Antique market has been advertising our show in
magazines and local travel brochures.
You can reserve your hotel room at 260-768-4595

National Show Agenda
Friday noon until 5 PM.............Set up only, no sales or trades
Friday 5 PM until 6:17..............Set up room locked
Friday noon until 6 PM.............dealers in outside antique show
set up and sales. This outside antique show brings in hundreds of
customers who also shop our show on Saturday. The antique show
allows selling during the set up time. It is open on Saturday from 8
until 4 PM.

Friday 6:17 until 9:30................National Show open for business
Saturday 8 AM until 3 PM......National Show open for business
We will continue to serve Rise & Roll donuts at 7:30 AM along with
coffee. I encourage you to stay the entire day, but can not enforce
that.... Last year I was the last collector to pack up and I sold several
wall telephones to last minute antique shoppers.

REGISTRATION.................... the registration form is on page 8

of this newsletter.... you can either cut it off and mail to me or copy
it and then mail.... thanks to several who have already mailed in the
form. So far we have some who are taking tables for the first time at a
show..... join us for a great time!
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Steve Hilsz
PO Box 429
Salome, AZ 85348
(928) 859-3595
jydsk@tds.net
Dial repair still six dollars plus major parts & Postage.
			 WANTED
Looking to buy damaged flat-spring or wire-spring relays or apparatus containing same. Tip-Ring-Sleeve jacks with
off-normal contacts, common-battery switchboard sections from
junk boards, damaged phone key switches, 400D & similar KTU
that are damaged. Buy or pay finder’s fees.
************************
			 WANTED

W.E. items: AUTOVON Card Dialer cards and AUTOVON
phones; RED 680A Speakerphone transmitter; G4 handset
with shoulder-rest in pink, gray, blue, turquoise or ivory;
any Card Dialer in pink, turquoise, yellow or blue; any keyset or Call Director in pink, gray or turquoise; 247A KTU;
259B KTU. Thanks! David Friedman, (310) 837-3089 or
mommabirdie@netzero.net
			FOR SALE
Package of 20 NOS Western Electric Card Dialer
cards. Will work in all standard rotary and Touchtone Card
Dialers. Not many left, so get ‘em while you can! $29.99
(previous ad price obsolete), which includes shipping to any
U.S.
		David Friedman,
		(310) 837-3089
		mommabirdie@netzero.net
Mark Treutelaar
emberridge@yahoo.com
414 425 1622
		For sale Pre orders only
Automatic Electric 3 slot payphone hooks freshly chromed ,
I consider these to be the best ones ever made. Chrome is new
and they are unbreakable. Not pot metal Cast off of the original
with original black bumpers.
$30 each; 10 for $270; 25 for 550; 100 for $2000 . 2 years in the
making ...Prices for quantities...will not last once these arrive
**********************
			 WANTED
PRE-1921 AND 1921 BELL AND INDEPENDENT
PORCELAIN SIGNS ,
CANADIAN TELEPHONE SIGNS, IN VERY NICE
TO EXCELLENT CONDITION.
ALSO WESTERN UNION PORCELAIN SIGNS and
GENERAL ADVERTISING PORCELAIN SIGNS
PREMIUM PRICES FOR SUPERIOR ITEMS
		
BOB FARBER ATCA #4685
		mannyfa3@gmail.com
		
609 335 4387
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			 Wanted
Original spitcup in Mahogany for an Automatic Electric
#38 handset.
I need 2 chrome cradles for the AE 1A round base desk
phones.
Looking for a brass base, a transmitter and backcup for a
Stromberg Carlson Oil Can Candlestick.
		Gary Zapparelli
		garyzap@gmail.com
		805-625-1392
******************************************
Greg Kouba
512-988-7103
greg.kouba@yahoo.com
			 WANTED
Stromberg Carlson fancy embossed transmitter and cup
******************************
			 Wanted
Chipped, cracked or damaged mouthpieces and receiver
caps. I am looking to purchase damaged, chipped and cracked
early telephone mouthpieces and bi-polar receiver caps. I can only
use them if the threads are still good. If the threads are functional
I will pay two dollars each, or you send me four mouthpieces and
I will send you back one repaired. I will also buy repairable receiver shells with good threads for one dollar each.
I will trade these items, send me 4 broken parts and I will
send back one repaired part.
I can repair most black bakelite telephone parts if they
are black, $6 and up depending on item and/or damage and item
being repaired.
Lynn G Graves
5700 Xenon Ct.
Arvada, CO 80002-1314
303-431-1615
lggraves57@msn.com
***********************
		Mark Johnston
		443-244-2825
		mark4589@hotmail.com
			 WANTED
Three Slot Payphones for my collection:
1) An Early 50 G, with a Black Contact Board and Butterfly Transmitter Mount.
2) 150 G, Well-Marked and Complete.
Also need 1B instruction card holders for the top and 2A
coin boxes
*******************
		HELP>>>>HELP>>>>HELP
Please help me find info on how to assemble a VoightBerger pendant phone. Any pictures or printed material would be
greatly appreciated. Call me at (405)-269-5529 or e-mail me at
daverosie@brightok.net .
************************
RARE Western Electric Peg Dialer for sale..... please see the May
issue for a good photo.... contact info is below
Al Ilekis
204 Lawton Rd
Riverside, Il 60546

312 502 6750
ailekis@ilekis.com For sale : rare 100 digit Western Electric

peg dialer $12,000. Serious inquiries only
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		FOR SALE: All plus shipping
Western Electric Porcelain Number Plates in great condition. Many different dates. $25 ea.
Bell System Book ‘General Health Course For Women’
dated 1926, $20
Western Electric Interphone, 1907, $100
Webcore Zip 575. One of the first cordless telephones.
Right off the shelf of a PNB (Bell System) Museum. $100
Numbering Machine. Right off the shelf of a PNB (Bell
System) Museum, $100
North Electric Transmitter w/ original inside thread
mouthpiece. $175
Ron Christianson #822
P O Box 43
Cave Junction OR 97523
541 592 4123 4123@frontiernet.net

			 WANTED
AE21 face plate. Transmitter need not work.
Stanley Evans
410–375–3049,
stanleyevans46@gmail.com
***************************
Tom Adams ATCA #213
1202 Pulitzer Ln
Durham, NC 27703
919-906-2007
Wanted:
Western Electric Waterproof Transmitter. These are
made for Military use and may or may not be
marked with Military stampings as well as Western
Electric or American Bell or no markings.
I’m pretty sure one on the handset is
interchangeable so either a handset or the
transmitter would work.

JUNE 2018
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1879 – 1880 Charles Williams Jr Private
Line Telephone set.

be hung when not in use, and E the signaling
key.”

By Tom Adams ATCA #213 6/1/2018

One of my favorite telephones is one of only
two known to exist. The other one is slightly
different leading me to believe these were not
production sets. The closest example that I
have been able to document was found in the
1907 Popular Science Monthly’s article on Early
Developments of Telephone Service.

“Where operating companies desired a less
expensive instrument than the standard Blake
set, for use of small users of service, only
willing to pay a low rate, a much cheaper set
(FIG. 33) was supplied. This set was originally
intended to be used on private lines, or for
educational purposes; that is, to gradually
acquaint the subscriber with the convenience
and value of having a telephone in the home. A
glance at Fig. 33 shows that A is an electric tapbell, B the hand telephone or receiver, as it is
now called, C the Blake transmitter, D ‘an
automatic switch on which the telephone must

JUNE 2018
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This is Norm’s set and you can readily see the
difference between the two sets, the signaling
key doesn’t exist, the hook’s cut outs for the
corresponding contact leafs are a little different.
This leads me to believe that the signaling on
Norm’s set was through the switch hook itself
and on mine the Signaling Key.

JUNE 2018

The Tap Bell shown below is an example of the
style most often seen.
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“DIRECTIONS FOR SETTING UP AND
OPERATING LATCH SECERCY SWITCH BELL.
This Bell is designed and constructed to
obviate the defects which have been found in
the ordinary Hook District Bell. Instead of the
circuit contact depending on the weight of the
Telephone, it is independent of it all together,
and is made by two strong springs, which make
firm rubbing connections.
The Central Office is called by pressing the
key knob; this opens the circuit and taps the C.
O. Bell in the ordinary manner. To talk towards
the Central Office the hook must be pushed to
the left, taking care to press it upward at the
same time, so that it will latch into the front
plate.
To talk with subscribers away from C.O., the
hook must be similarly pushed to the right.
When the telephone is hung on the hook the
weight unlatches it and the springs push it back
to the central position, so that the bell is in
circuit and the telephone cut out.
The transmitter battery contact is made
between the plate and hook and is
consequently firm and reliable. The
connections are arranged as in the
accompanying cut. The line wires being run to
the outside cups on the left-hand side of the
bell and the ground wire to the center cup.”
The telephone and the transmitter are
connected to the four screw cups on the other
side, the front one being also used for the
transmitter battery wire, while the other battery
wire is run to the cup on the upper surface of
the bell base near the armature.”
The directions above are out of the 1880
Charles Williams Jr. Catalog.
Other similar Tap Bells are one by Edward Lord
Patent No. 226,528, April 13, 1880 and George
Anders Patent No. 238,019, Feb 22, 1881
George L. Anders patented an Electric-Call
Apparatus No. 218153 on August 5, 1879 and it
can be found in the 1882 Western Electric Mfg.
Co. Catalog as seen here. I’ve also included a
photo of my original example.
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On the next page you will see how I have set up
my display for the Tap Bell Private Line set. The
Blake is a John Infurna copy of the 1878 3rd
form of Blake transmitter.
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Telephones Are Still Out There
Ron Christianson #822

I truly believe that there still are
plenty of old telephones out there
if we would only search and, of
course, get lucky. I am still finding them in many interesting
ways. The following is one of my
interesting finds, even though it
took place twenty five years ago.
My son, Jonathan, and I decided
to go on a two week “father/son”
camping trip. Then we decided to
invite Uncle George to go with us
too. After all, he did have a nice
pick-up truck capable of easily
pulling our “tear drop” trailer. My
wife, Olga, loaded us up with
enough food and clothes to last us
the rest of our lives! This was not
to be just a pleasure trip. I had just
printed up about 500 posters with
a picture of an antique telephone
and saying “antique telephones
and parts wanted” and George had
printed up a bunch saying
“antique stoves and parts wanted”
we were going to attempt to put
one on every bulletin board in
western Oregon.
So off we went with my trusty Arrow T-50 staple gun in hand. We
hit all the back roads we could
find, zig-zagging our way up the
state. We hit every grocery store,
trading post, Laundromat, gas station, or any place that could possibly have a bulletin board. As we
made our way north, we were getting closer to the town of Dayton,
a small town just southwest of
Portland.
Several months earlier, I had been
told that there was an elderly lady
who lived just outside of Dayton.
She, along with her late husband,
had owned the local telephone
company for many years. Also, I
was told that she had a barn full of
old telephones. All I had was her
first name, but I was determined
to find her.
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We had been on the road a week
and George had already found a
real nice “Home Comfort” wood
cook stove and I had already
found a near perfect Stromberg
Carlson “tapered shaft” candlestick missing the faceplate,
mouthpiece and receiver for $50.
Finally, we saw the first sign
pointing the way to Dayton.
It was hard finding a parking
place in the middle of town because we were pulling the trailer.
Since I was able to find a parking
spot in front of the pharmacy, I
decided that was the first place to
start asking questions. I went
straight to the pharmacist and
asked him if he knew of someone
named Fay who used to own the
local telephone company. He
says “sure” and proceeded to
give me directions on how to
find her. Then as an afterthought
he tells me I had better call her
first because she gets a little
nervous when people come unannounced.
So, I called her and gave her the
old line that I am a telephone historian and would like to talk to
her regarding the independent
telephone company that she used
to own. She said “fine with me”
and invited us up to visit her any

time we want. “How about now”, I
asked. She agreed and off we went
to visit her.
We found her mailbox at the bottom of a long curving driveway.
She lived on a small farm at the
top of a hill with a view of the entire valley. We drove up the driveway, parked and I went to her
back door and knocked. She yelled
“come on in.” I went in and introduced myself.
We started to compare notes on
people who we both knew. She
knew Don who owned “Redwoods
Telephone Company” where I
used to work, for example. Finally, the conversation got around to
telephones and the fact that I collect them. I asked her if she had
any old telephones or stuff left
over from when she owned the
company. “Yes, I sure do” she
said.
“Is this stuff somewhere nearby,” I
ask? “Yup”. She said in the affirmative. I started to get that old
familiar feeling again. The one I
get just before it happens!
“Where” I asked. “Follow me” she
said. The next thing I know, I’m
following this tiny old lady down
the hill toward a small barn type
of building. It was taking us for-
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ever. She took about four steps for
every twelve inches of forward
travel. I glanced over at George
and Jonathan watching from the
truck. They were trying not to
laugh at my expression as we
struggled across that open area
between her house and the building. Talk about anticipation, I
swear it took about ten minutes to
walk one hundred feet!
We entered the building.....If any
of you have read any of my other
stories; you will recall my mentioning the smell associated with
lots of old telephones in one
place. Well, here it was again.
It was very dark in there and she
said that the electric light went out
years ago and was never replaced.
I had to wait till my eyes adjusted
to the darkness. The first thing I
saw was a bunch of picnic tables
all lined up in a row in the middle
of the building. On these tables
were several dozen Western Electric dial candlesticks without dials
lying on their sides or piled up on
top of each other. There were
parts everywhere. There were
mouthpieces, ringers, switch
hooks, receivers and magnetos
lying in disarray on the tables.
There were cardboard boxes full
to the brim with candlesticks,
102's, 202's, 302's and Leich mag

sets. There was a box with pony
receivers jutting out at different
angles. There were pegs on the
walls with dozens of cloth cords
hanging from them.
My heart was pounding so hard
that my ears were ringing!
Fay started complaining about
how her son had left such a mess
when he came in here and took
away some of the telephones to
sell at the flea market a couple of
years ago. No sooner did she say
that, I spotted a 4X8 sheet of plywood on the ground with the
scars of where someone had
black spray painted dozens of
transmitter arms. I recognized
American Electric shields, Kellogg cloverleaf’s, Western Electric rectangles, Stromberg Carlson do-da’s and a few that I
could not identify. Evidently, her
son had skimmed the building of
anything that was complete, sellable and would bring a fast buck.
I felt violated!!! How dare he do
that!!! I could see small stacks of
single box wall sets up against
one of the walls. Most of them
were missing hardware and the
shelves. Then I spotted some
wood ringer boxes thrown in a
pile on the other side of the
building.

As casually as I could, I asked Fay
if any of this stuff was for
sale. She said “yes” And I asked
“how much?” She then told me
“you have to promise that you
will take every bit of it out of
here. I don’t want anything left!” I
than assured her that I would be
sure to get all of it She then told
me “If you take it all, you can
have it. No charge!” My head
feels like it’s going to explode!
Needless to say, the camping trip
came to an end. I went back into
town and rented a large size UHaul truck. It took me all the next
day to fill it. When I was about
done, Fay asked me if I like old
radio tubes. She told me that she
had a room full of Western Electric tubes. Like an idiot, I declined. Then she asked “do you
like purple insulators?” That led to
about one hundred of the most
beautiful purple insulators I had
ever seen.
That telephone find produced
about twenty five incomplete single box sets and about fifty ringer
boxes. Also about seventy five
assorted common candlesticks and
desk sets. But best of all were the
boxes of parts.
So the moral of the story is, keeping looking. I know I still do.

*************************************************************************************

Plan your summer trips to Phoneco, in beautiful Galesville, WI --- near the Mississippi River. You
will create forever memories. See our operation and
pick up a few phones.

Large accumulation of many styles of 1892-1980’s telephones,
parts and related, as complete inventory. Offering single items or/
and variety of quantity. No requests too small. *Most all finished
inventory including Eiffel towers for what we have invested-30%
of retail price. *Parts including nearly any/every style and color of
cloth cords and cordage, since 1972. large supply both old and
new cords including original rattlesnake cords.
NOS (new old stock) 1957-1972 chrome coin return
buckets for AE 3-slotters, Can trade one-for-one, two for one or as
your proposal. coin gauges or AE switch/hooks.
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These buckets were not what Phoneco had reproduced in the
1980, but came from AE. Or dated W.E. gauges to trade for ordinary gauges.
*Free catalog of 85 different 1892-1982 telephones. *Entire business and operation for sale. Offers welcome.
Wanted to buy:, 5-10-25 cent gauges for AE or NE/WE
tops. Don’t have to be nice condition. Can have dents or bends.
Paying $10 ea. for Okay guages or with minor dings, + shipping;
any quantity., AE switch hooks even if broken.
Wanted
to
buy:
For
Northern
Electric
payphones:switchhooks and associated channels,
		
Ron and Mary Knappen (ATCA # 45)
		
phonecoinc@aol.com 608 582 4124
		www.phonecoinc.com
		
19813 E. Mill Rd, Galesville, WI 54630
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NEW CASTLE, IN
47362
PERMIT NO. 22

Shipshewana National Show... August 3,4, 2018

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ ATCA #__________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________ Email:____________________________________________________
Guest:_______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________
Registration fee is $20. First table is $20. Second table is $15. Third & more are $10 each.................... TOTAL__________________
Where: Farmstead Inn, 260-768-4595. Shipshewana, IN. We will be in the Conference room we use each year
Make checks payable to John Huckeby and send to John Huckeby, 2440 W. CR. 150 N., New Castle, IN 47362
Setup with NO BUYING OR SELLING will be from noon until 5 on Friday. You can set up and then exit the room until 6:31 PM
when the doors will open for buying, selling, trading, gossip, etc. Please use the time before that to visit one of the many local Amish
restaurants.
The room will close no later than 9:39 on Friday evening and open at 8 AM with the famous Rise-N-Roll donuts.
Call the Farmstead at 260-768-4565 to reserve your room. Tell them it is for the telephone group as we have a block of
rooms.
ALL members of any telephone club are welcome. All entering the Conference room on Friday evening will need to pay the
registration fee, regardless if you do or do not take a table. This structure is how we pay the Farmstead Inn for the use of their facility.
Please register as early as possible as it makes life much easier for my wife Sharon who keeps everything in order.
The show will be open to the public on Saturday from 8 AM until 1 PM...... There is no admission charge.

