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Recently I was asked to display some of my pay
stations at a local coffee shop. The shop is located at a senior
independent, assisted living establishment. The reviews I
received were very positive from seniors and young people
alike.
Below is the letter I displayed with the phones to give
a short explanation of the pay phones.... Mike Donovan
efore you is a small collection of coin collectors made
by the Gray Telephone Paystation Company formerly
located in Hartford, Connecticut. The Gray Company
was in business from 1889 until 1947. Over many years of
collecting vintage telephones I found myself interested in small
types of coin collectors. In pursuing this I noticed that most of
the Gray Company coin boxes were different in a variety of
Don Walways. I decided that I would try to collect as many different
ton’s
types as I could. I now have
24 disdifferent variations in my
collection with many moreplay
waiting to be found. Please believe
me when I say that this has not been an easy task.
After World War One, the telephone companies began
using the larger electronic three slot pay telephones some of
you may remember. This made the smaller Gray Mfg. Co. type
of collectors obsolete and they began to rapidly disappear. The
early models were made of cast iron and the later models made
during World War 11 were cast in aluminum. The coin chute
inside that delivers the coins to the collection box is made of
pure lead. Depending on the type of telephone being used, you
would hold the receiver or handset near the front of the collector
while dropping in the coins. As the coins pass through the chute,
they hit either a gong or a bell. This supplied a signal that the
operater heard and told her the denomination of the coin that
was collected in the box. The Gray Company collectors were
found in various locations such as street corner telephone boxes,
hotel lobbys and rooms, bars, restaurants, stores, military bases,
and just about everywhere there was a need for them.
As you can see, I have placed a modern cell phone
and a victorian ear trumpet in the display simply to give you
an idea of how far we have come in the past 125 years in the
world of communication.
Thank you for viewing my collection of vintage
telephone coin collectors. Happy collecting..... Mike Donovan
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CENTRAL KANSAS TELEPHONE SHOW
INFO CONTACT
May 2-3, 2014 DEALER
Jerry Williams
Home 785 825-0578
Cell 785 817-6462

Email
jrwllm@sbcglobal.net

Set-up: 3 to 10PM May 2
Show open 7 -3 PM May 3 NO SELLING on May 2

EDUCATIONAL
The Sumter Telephone Manufacturing
Company, Sumter, S. C.
Early Rope Shaft No. 19 Desk Stand
By Rob Honeycutt, ATCA 783
(sumterphone@att.net)
My research on Sumter telephones leads me
to believe that, prior to this No. 19 desk stand, Sumter purchased their desk stands from other manufacturers without the transmitter and receiver. Sumter
made the receivers and transmitters for the purchased desk stands. This phone, however, is the
first, known to me, in house manufactured Sumter
desk stand and is known as the model No. 19 desk
stand. I can only guess when it was made since
there is little early information about this phone. It
was not patented as were later Sumter desk stands. I
would have to guess that it was made between 1901
and 1905.

This phone came to me in many pieces over
a 20 year span. The first part I obtained came from
a great old time ATCA member, Cloyd Carter. He
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asked me if I would like to have the base/shaft. We
both agreed that it was very unlikely that either of us
would ever find the correct parts to make it whole
again, so I got the first part of this project for a very
attractive price. Time and good luck proved us both
wrong. I wish that Cloyd had lived to see it completed. There were no parts in the base and the wood
cover plate was missing. The switch contacts were
present in the shaft. There was no hook, perch, cup,
mouthpiece, receiver, or transmitter. This part sat
on my shelf of projects for years with no parts showing up anywhere except for transmitters and receivers. Some years back in 2006 or so, I was contacted
by a non club member who was doing some metal
detecting over at the old Sumter Telephone Mfg. Co.
site while the building was being renovated into a
bus terminal. I went to Sumter, met up with him,
and we did some digging together. I did not find a
lot as I got into the hunt late. About that time, there
was a Sumter rope shaft phone for sale on eBay that
I was trying to buy. As usual, the deep pockets easily outbid me. I happened to show the auction to the
guy I was digging with and he told me that he had
some phone parts like this from the dig. I told him I
was interested in them and we arranged to meet the
next week so that I could look at the parts. It turned
out that he had dug up all the correct parts that I
needed, to include: the hook, perch, perch cup
adapter, and the early rope shaft sleeve that fit this
phone base correctly. These parts had been buried
for about 100 years, but being brass, they survived
very well as it turned out. Lots of pitting, but after
many, many hours of cleaning, polishing, buffing
and plating, I came up with a presentable, hook,
early ball perch, and the rope shaft brass
sleeve. The transmitter cup from the dig was too far
gone to use, so I waited for one to come along. I was
at a flea market five or so years ago and a man
showed up with a load of Sumter parts. Another club
member, Steve Howell, and I were looking through
all the parts. Between us, we cleaned the guy out.
Steve found me a near mint transmitter, cup and
perch adapter all together just like it came off a
similar Sumter desk stand. Luck was with me. I
now had all the parts I needed, after all these years,
to restore the phone. It took me several weeks, off
and on, to get it all put back together. I cleaned, repaired, and plated the hook, ball perch, and rope
shaft sleeve. The cup adapter, cup and transmitter
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were all original plating. I made and plated the
thumb screw and modified an original Sumter screw
for the perch. I also made the coil holder clip and a
wood base plate. The coil on this phone is from a
Sumter wood wall phone, since there was not one to
be found. The coils were the same except the original coil had black painted wooden ends and no holes
drilled in it, this coil has mounting holes drilled and
the ends are made of red hard rubber and painted
black by me. The early phones did not come with a
base plate diagram as a later model did. I finished
this phone off with an original period receiver and
mouthpiece. It is wired up close to the way an original would have been wired. I have a later model No.
19 with all original parts in the base. I used that as a
pattern. These early Model 19 phones were sort of
hand made, all the parts look alike, but are not always interchangeable. Later models were made assembly line style and they were much closer in tolerances.

screws to keep them from being so close to the
edges. The newer bases also had a taller casting with
a higher and thicker rim up the base of the shaft.
Since Sumter did not cast the bases, there are differences in the bases on the phones I have observed.
All in all, I think this phone came out well
despite how it came together. This article was
mainly directed to this particular phone. I will go
into more detail on this model in the future, covering
the differences and changes. If you have any Sumter phones like this, I am always interested in photos
and details for my research.

The early advertisement in the right column
shows a drawing of the plain shaft and the rope shaft
model side by side. Both phones show the ball type
perch which was not used for long. In the photo to
the right lower, you can see the later perch design.
These are more commonly found on this model, although any of these Sumter desk stands are not easy
to find. I know of less than a dozen in existence.
The early base was soon replaced with a new
base. It has bosses in the base for the mounting
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OFF THE WALL AND ON LINE WITH DON WALTON
Well here we are into a new year. I can tell you your new board and officers are starting off the year  
with some fabulous  projects and programs for our membership.  Following are some of them:
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

1:A new more friendly updated web page was created.
This was done by Chuck Eby. A person, like me, who
is not computer literate can even use it. It is neat.
Check it out at www.atcaonline.com
2:We will
have on line all the newsletters ever done by the club.
You will be able to pull up any information on any
subject that was ever published in any newsletter. We
are still working out the 		
details and bugs
to get this to you as soon as possible. We want to thank
all who are involved in this when it is done.
3:John Huckeby is starting his 28 thyear as our
newsletter editor. All of you stated in our membership
survey that the newsletter is the number one thing
you enjoy the most. As an organization dedicated
to the history of communications, you have asked if
we could profile various members along with their
collections and interests. Also you want to be kept
up to date on shows, phones and memorabilia you
want to buy or sell, and get this –what other members
collect other than phones. I can tell you now it is
extensive. Any of you who would like to be the guinea
pig for this let me know.
4:The board’s goal is to take care of our current
members first and make them feel their membership
in A.T.C.A.is well worth it. This is followed closely
by getting new members in order to insure our
organization will go on and become even stronger.
Without new blood to revitalize any organization,
that organization will die out. A program for this will
be discussed later herein.
5:The Membership survey which we sent out was
very revealing. Your candid remarks have been very
helpful in letting the board know what our members
want. Your additional comments made, were very
helpful and went way beyond what we expected. It
gave us real insight into what we need to do to make
your membership in A.T.C.A. a real value.
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY STATUS
The responses to our membership survey has
been incredible. I am still getting replies every day.
As I said I intend to get back to all who replied with
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the results received. I am indeed grateful for the
very nice and complementary comments made to
me. THANK YOU !!!! The additional comments
made to me in addition to the responses are more
revealing than answering to the questions as given.
I feel that an organization like ours that is dedicated
to the art of communications has communicated in
an exemplary fashion through this survey. Because
of the costs for printing the replys, the postage and
the envelopes the board has suggested we might
consider replying by the internet or as a newsletter
insert. I still will be sending the $1,000,000.00 bill
to all who requested one by mail. More to come on
this. It has been a real eye opener as it reveals the
interests of our membership. This has been real fun
to do.
NEW MEMBERS CAMPAIGN
As stated many times we have an organization
that is made up with mostly retired people. As such
most are living on limited incomes and must watch
their personal expenses. Further we all realize we
must get new members , both old and young, to
join A.T.C.A. This we must do if we intend to see
A.T.C.A. exist. Otherwise it will die a natural death
like other fraternal organizations we know about.
Many have stated you would like to see A.T.C.A. and
T.C.I. join together. This you want to see as you do
not like paying dues to both organizations. Therefore
you are considering dropping membership in one of
the clubs. Due to the fact T.C.I. has struggled with
poor attendance at their national show and A.T.C.A.
has been very successful in their shows both national
and regionally, many of the T.C.I. members have
joined A.T.C.A. at their show in Shipshewana. As
many of you stated it is a shame the two groups
don’t pool their resources and make one strong
organization. Of the members in A.T.C.A. about one
third also belong to T.C.I. At this time I can only
say due to the powers that be, consolidation will
not happen. It looks to me that only the members
will be able to make this happen by putting pressure
upon the hierarchy . Our survey shows almost 100%
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of our current members joined A.T.C.A. because a
family member or friend or someone at the phone
company where the worked gave them a membership
application and got them to join. With all the above
said I would like to propose the following incentive
program. This would be for current members who
want to reduce their membership dues or get a hard
copy of the newsletter at the basic membership cost.
They could do this by getting a family member, friend
or person they worked with at a telephone company
where they were employed to join. This could be done
by giving them an application for membership with
their name on it as a referral. Here is how it would
be done.
Dues: $30.00 for new and renewal memberships with
electronic newsletter.
$50.00 for new and renewal membership with
mailed hard copy newsletter.
$10.00 for spouse or student under 21 years of
age.
Proposed membership drive Rewards Program:
Members can hand out membership forms with their
name shown in the question “How did you hear about
A.T.C.A.” When this form is returned, the member
will get rewards, at the time of their membership
renewal as follows:
Get one new member and receive $20 off your renewal
or mailed newsletter. We make $10.
Get two new members and receive free membership.
We make $30 .
Get three new members and receive free membership
with paper newsletter . We make $40.
Get four new members and receive free membership
plus $40. Bonus we make $50.
Please let me or one of our board members know
what you think of this incentive program. Our board
members are listed in this newsletter. We want to make
this a vibrant club for our members but yet, affordable
to all. We have a very ambitious board and set of
officers this year. We intend to make it a great year
for us all. I love being part of this organization and
working with you to make it the great organization
that it is.
So for now I’m off the wall and on line until next
month.
DONALD WALTON A.T.C.A.590
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Mark Johnston
mark4589@hotmail.com
Weekday:
410-970-7067
Cell:		
443-244-2825
W E Phones Wanted
#10 Candlestick Nickel Finish marked “10” on the perch.
#10 Candlestick BLACK with “10 PATENT APPLIED FOR” on
the perch.
#22 with a Marked or Unmarked Perch, Black or Nickel Finish
#130A Donut Phone
#140 AL non-dial stick.
302
Dated 1939 1, 2 or 3rd month
302
Dated 1942 10, 11 or 12th month
302
Dated 3-1954
W E Candlestick Parts WANTED
1- Transmitter, *229* or 7 digit, Nickel or Black
2- Black Transmitter Cups with solid lugs and hole for
transmitter wire.
1- Transmitter Cup solid lug that screws to back of transmitter
cup.
Lug that attaches the base to the stem on model 22 sticks.
Glass or porcelain mouthpieces with W E threads.
Candlestick advertising attachments.
DIALS
4H or 5H dated IV-38, IV-40, 6-45, 3-54
6A dial Dated 3-54
Dial Face Plates Wanted			
IV 39, IV-40, I-41, III-41, IV-41, I-42, II-45 II-46, II-50, II-53
For 2AA or 2AB without the notch
						
Gray Pay Station Models Wanted
8A, 13A, 14J, 23C, 23J

		Wanted

Walnut #21 backboard in good condition, preferably
with original finish. No warping or splits in joints.
Thanks,
Mike Cutler (1384)
gfwork@copper.net

John Huckeby, 587
765-686-0189
j.huckeby@comcast.net
		FOR SALE

Eureka oak tandem.... marked trans and magneto,
original bottom box.... $639 includes USA shipping
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Steve Hilsz #22
PO Box 429
Salome, AZ 85348

(928) 859-3595
jydsk@tds.net

Your rotary dial lubricated and
calibrated, still six dollars (plus major parts if
needed). Got a telephone that you just can’t get
to work? I have over 45 year’s experience in
vintage telephone repair, and have helped many
collectors. More details online at navysalvage.
com.

WANTED
I’m looking for these W.E. items:
AUTOVON Card Dialer cards, RED 680A
Speakerphone transmitter, G4 handset with
shoulder-rest in pink, gray, blue or turquoise,
any Card Dialer or keyset in pink, 259B
KTU. Thanks! David Friedman, (310) 8373089 or mommabirdie@netzero.net
FOR SALE
Package of 20 NOS Western
Electric Card Dialer cards. Will work in all
standard rotary and Touchtone Card Dialers.
Not too many left, so get ‘em while you can!
$24.99, which includes shipping to any U.S.
address. David Friedman, (310) 837-3089
or mommabirdie@netzero.net

Wanted
Western Electric cast iron trans arm
for wooden telephone. I would like to find
one with nice paint and gold pin striping
WECo cast iron trans arm with two
terminals mounted on the base
Burled wood front door top boxes.
Blake transmitter boxes & guts.

Lynn G Graves #372
5700 Xenon Ct.
Arvada, CO 80002-1314
303-431-1615
lggraves57@msn.com
Wanted
Broken damaged mouthpieces and
receiver caps
I am looking to purchase
damaged, chipped and cracked early
telephone mouthpieces, bi-polar
receivers and caps. I can only use them
if the threads are still good. If the
threads are functional I will pay one
dollar each plus shipping or you send
me 4 mouthpieces and I will send you
back one repaired.
Chuck Hensley
510-339-1758
cihensley@aol.com
For Trade
I have three Western Electric 500 sets
in three of the discontinued colors oxford gray, mahogany brown and
Mediterranean blue - to trade for 8”
“hubcap” signs that I don’t have.
Tom Adams #213
919-761-8784
tom.adams1@nc.rr.com
Wanted:
Keystone terminal Board
4 11/16” L X 1 1/8” W X 1/8”
Thick

John Dresser #406 fjdress@pacbell.net
22584 Veronica Dr 831-484-1961
Salinas, Calif 93908
Lynn Noller#699

LYNNNOLLER@aol.com

WANTED:
1. “Gibson Girl” hourglass style tandem
(American Electric, Swedish American,
Stromberg Carlson, Chicago glass front, Farr.
2. WE *229* transmitter with good original
nickel.
3. Strowger wall phone door in good
condition, or Strowger wall phone in poor
condition with good door.
4. Ringer box in restorable condition for
Strowger large dial candlestick.
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Mark Treutelaar 1 414 - 425- 1622
or email emberridge@yahoo.com
Wanted
Western Electric non dial Candlestick
bottom covers with rings I could use
12 or more . I also need several WE
Dial Candlestick bottom covers

Dave Martin
6016 Sheaff Lane
FT Washington, PA 19034
215 628-9490 # 278

For Sale

1. Audiovox mod 95 early large cell phone,
the type that was not very portable and was
usually attached to the car. Complete with
it’s base and battery. $80
2. Key operated push button telephone lock,
model TL89. Ultra hardware products Inc.
Pensauken, NJ. With a picture of it mounted
onto a 2500. N.O.S. still in it’s original
package $25
3. Oval Pocket Mirror, Missouri and Kansas
etc. L&LD get a bell telephone $120
4. Round brass badge with a photo insert.
Federal Telegraph Co. FTC #1483 $65
5. Oval fob with a strap. A.E. sunburst dial
candlestick on one side. Compliments of the
Independent Telephone Co. on reverse. $180
6. 3/4” round screw on pin with a nickel
plated black and white enamel Strowger dial.
Automatic Electric Company Chicago USA
patented, Long Distance $60
7. 1 1/4” round blue and white pin, L&LD,
we chirp for the bell, the CD&P Telephone
Co. reaches everywhere. With a 2” metal
working cricket clicker attached to the
bottom of the pin. Both pieces are marked
Whitehead and Hoag etc. and the paper insert
in the back of the pin, has pat 1896 $130
8. W.E.634A metal subset box, complete,
cleaned, refinished, repainted red, with it’s
refinished pine backboard without the black
paint. $75
9. Bell shaped brass pin, marked Tel &
Tel Operator $45
10. Bell shaped metal key tag, “Return
to NY TEL CO traffic dept 140 West St.
N.Y.C. PEEK” $20
11. Three different size fountain pen tips
marked Bell System $10

Wanted
Crowfoot for a Bell 3-boxer can be
original or a repro.
Contact: frankroytaylor@gmail.com
Regards
Roy #619
frankroytaylor@gmail.com
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Wanted to buy I need some
Automatic Electric type 38 handsets.
This is the handset thst is on the AE34 .
Looking to buy several colored
AE telephones. Either AE34 , AE40 or
1A monophone.Let me know what you
have.
I would like to buy a restorable
Stromberg Oilcan candlestick.
Mark Treutelaar
414 425 1622
email emberridge@yahoo.com
Norman Mulvey
310 Thorntree Lane
Canton, GA 30115
normstele@aol.com
770 844-6277 #379
		
Wanted
W/E Intercom switch, 12
and 22 buttons. They were used
extensively in New England Telephone
Company. See photo.
Michael Donovan #2958
letaphnman@yahoo.com
520-625-1608 Hm.....520-419-1361 Cell

For Sale

1. Nice nickle plated Ericsson dial stick.
Part numbers indicate it was used in the
Canadian maritimes. $150.00
2. Black GPO non dial stick with later
bakelite transmitter and rattlesnake cords.
$100.00
3. Black ear trumpet in near mint condition.
$75.00
4. AE 40 black dial set. No cracks in case.
$50.00
5. Western Electric non dial black 354 wall
set. Case and handset like new. Original
black rubber straight cord. Cord has a
crack in the outer cover. $50.00
6. Western Electric ivory 302. Nice
original cloth cords. Case has a small crack
in the back. $100.00
7. Nice original southern California
employee badge, # 2051. Blue on nickle.
$30.00
8. Repro 5 cent courtesy coin box for
candlestick. No key. $50.00
9. Western Electric 102, non dial, cloth
cords, E-1 handset. Removed from service
by me in 1969. Nice condition. $100.00
10. Western Electric 202, dial type. Bottom
felt and one cord replaced. Nice E-1
handset. $85.00
All plus shipping and insurance if you want it.
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Lynn Noller #699
lynnnoller@aol.com
970-454-2018
WANTED
Pictures of a Phoenix phone
with the lower binding posts positioned
near the door like the Columbia 3-box
Blake in Ron’s Book page 216A.
Am trying to determine the correct
application for my 1894-96 Phoenix top
box.
Norman Mulvey
310 Thorntree Lane
Canton, GA 30115
normstele@aol.com
770 844-6277 #379
WANTED
1. W/E extending arms for # 5 arms
2. W/E 294 Walnut front panel and
shelf
3. W/E oak top box empty or just the
backboard 10” x 6 1/2”
FOR SALE or TRADE
1. C.W. Williams three box missing
the Blake transmitter
2. W/E type # 68 walnut top box
$800
3. Various W/E top boxes, walnut or
oak
4. W/E Blake top box # 1 complete
$650
5. Various W/E arms, top boxes and
various parts
6. Various glass telephone batteries
NEW MEMBERS
Ryan Huckeby
2585 W. CR. 200 N.
New Castle, IN 47362
ryanhuckeby@gmail.com
Mackayla Huckeby
2585 W. CR. 200 N.
New Castle, IN 47362
mackaylahuckeby@yahoo.com
Joyce Stenklyft
505 W. Council St.
Tomah, WI 54660
608-343-4646
joycestenklyft@gmail.com
Robert G. Farber
2131 West Ave.
Lindwood, NJ 08221-1028
609-335-4387
mannyfa@comcast.net

Ericophone parts mfg in USA
in 1950-70’s. We purchased in 1988
from CEAC. We were told they were
mfgd between 1950s-1970s by North,
later sold by Kellogg, then CEAC.
Around 3,000 NOS cases (housings)
gold, green, white, tans. If you had these
mfgd today in China they would cost
over $15.00 and a min. order 10,000
pieces. $43,000 includes thousands of
Ericafone parts. 		
Any Offer,
regardless of how small invited.
O l d Te l e p h o n e s : O v e r
85 different styles 1892-1984.
Payphones, woodwalls, candlesticks,
kits, bakelites, Danish, Art Deco,
signs, plus 10 reproductions, over
45 different character phones like 57
Chev, mickeys, snoopys, garfield, etc.
Parts, cordage, refurbishing-wiring,
old Chicago telephone directories, 400
pg Payphone History, other telephone
history publications. Free Catalog.
Entire business (100%
complete inventory since 1972
accumulation, records, contacts,
everything to do w/ telephones, (follow
up, assistance). Present owners born
1935 & 1942 declare non-compete &
seek retirement status.
Ron and Mary Knappen
608 582 4124 8 am-10 pm
phonecoinc@aol.com
www.phonecoinc.com
RENEWALS
Tim Karpen
14217 West Elmsprings St.
Boise, Idaho 83713
208-938 0205
tlkarpen@gmail.com
Lydia M. Jackson-Fryer
608 Winans Way
Baltimore, MD 21229
410-952-9560
ljackson@umbc.edu
Wally Tubbs
4716 Grassridge Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68512
402-423-4716
dt44829@windstream.net
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On the listserv Jon Kolger asked, “What is the
proper dial for a factory painted WE B1 set?
Tom Herwer, 18…2014
Dennis Fowler, 238…..2015
Dave Willingham responds with:
71 Vancouver Lane
9418 Sandstone St
The white case and stainless finger wheel were introduced for
Port Townsend, WA 98368 Houston, TX 77036
the 4J dial. On 4J-type dials “the finger wheel, finger stop and card holder
360-344-3449
are of stainless steel...and the dial casing is white enameled.” (BSP Section
713-774-4262
C34.101, Issue 3, 3-15-37. Station dials, 2,4 and 5 Types, Description and
mox-nix@cablespeed.com dcfowler@sbcglobal.net
Board Chairman

Board Members

Use. “Reissued to include the 4J type and 5 type dials.”)
Even in 1941, while transparent finger wheels were installed
Craig Stanowski, 4249..2015on 5J dials for thermoplastic color 302s, new painted sets had matching
354 Seaton Drive
painted finger wheels. WR-C30.011, Issue 1, 8-5-42 indicates that “the
Oakville, ON L6L 3Y1
manufacture of colored station sets has been discontinued.” However,
there were still factory stocks including 5H-type in colors -6 (old brass).
CANADA
-7 (statuary bronze), -8 (oxidized silver) and -12 (dark gold). 5J-type dials
905-825-2955
also remained in stock.
maxtwo@cogeco.ca
C30.011, Issue 4, 1-2-41, “Colored Station Sets” shows parts
in Table 1. The thermoplastic sets all used the transparent finger wheel
Vice President
Don Walton, 590…..2016
P-298941. The painted sets have different part numbers for the dial finger
George Minnich, 780,2014 7390SW 101st Ave
wheels; this seems to indicate that the finger wheels were painted to match
3011 Memphis St
Beaverton, OR 97008
the painted telephone: P-219932 for old brass, P-219931 for oxidized
Philadelphia, PA 19134
503-646-2079
silver, etc.
215-739-5229
donaldwalton@comcast.net
It should be noted that the introduction of thermoplastic 302s
in ivory, old rose, dark blue, gray green and pekin red meant that “these
Board Members
sets will be furnished in place of the corresponding ‘painted’ sets, parts of
Al Ilekis, 1002…..2016
Scotty Polling, 51…..2014 204 Lawton Rd
which are listed in Table 1 (b) for maintenance purposes only.” However,
1527 Post Ave
painted 302s in the metallic colors were still available. Hand Telephone
Riverside, IL 60546
Sets (202s, 211s) in color were available only on special order as of this
Torrance, CA 90501
708-442-8676
issue 4.
310-328-7737

President
Lynn Graves, 372…2014
5700 Xenon Ct
Arvada, CO 80002
303-431-1615
lggraves57@msn.com

spoling@socal.rr.com

Ilekis@aol.com

The listserv is a great place to get answers to many questions

FOR SALE: 1917 Berliner
Best Offer Under $4900.00

Viaduct Sound Powered Telephones
By Tom Adams ATCA #213

a lever switch to get around Bell's patent on the switch
hook. When making a call you had to remove the

receiver to turn the phone on, and you couldn't put the
receiver back in the stationary hook until you moved the
lever to the off position.

A 2nd type switch used with these phones is the arm
rest paddle. It had to be held down while talking. It
was also considered non-infringing.

The signal magneto could be a 2 or overlapping 4
bar and determined the depth of the wooden case.

Viaduct Telephone Manufacturing Co. has a very
long history in the manufacture of Telephones. Its
history predates the beginning of the invention of
the telephone. Watts & Co was in existence until
1875, becoming Davis & Watts and then in 1883
Viaduct. In the early years they were a licensed
contractor for The Bell Telephone Co. Once the
Bell License expired they continued to manufacture
telephones using transmitters and switches claimed
to be non-infringing patented by many different
inventors. It would take a long time to write articles
on each and every type telephone sold by Viaduct.
In this article, I will attempt to cover a really
unusual example and its variations. They called it a
Magneto Telephone. Most variations of this phone had

The milk glass mouthpiece was 3 1/2” L X 2 ½” W

Note the variation in the two sound powered transmitters below.

Viaduct often stamped the letter “V” in the wooden cases and on the top button of their long pole receivers.
The receivers as a general rule were multicolored and parts were painted gold.

Restoration tip: Should you ever need to touch up, or for that matter strip and repaint the Viaduct metal parts,
Testors enamel 1144 Metallic Gold mixed with 1151 Copper works great. Add drops of copper to the gold until
you have the color match you need

I have seen at least 6 variations of the wooden case design. The coffin style came in two sizes depending on the
magneto used, only 4 ¼” deep for the 2 bar versus 5 ¼” deep for the 4 bar. The version with a small writing
shelf at bottom came with a slide switch and either a 2 bar or 4 bar magneto with the transmitter below the bell
box or a version with the paddle arm switch and the transmitter at the top. I have heard that the later models
came in either version on a shorter backboard with no writing shelf but have not personally seen one.

Norman Mulvey
310 Thorntree Lane
Canton, GA 30115
normstele@aol.com
770 844-6277 #379
WANTED
1. W/E extending arms for # 5 arms
2. W/E 294 Walnut front panel and shelf
3. W/E oak top box empty or just the backboard 10” x 6
1/2”
FOR SALE or TRADE
1. C.W. Williams three box missing the Blake transmitter
2. W/E type # 68 walnut top box $800
3. Various W/E top boxes, walnut or oak
4. W/E Blake top box # 1 complete $650
5. Various W/E arms, top boxes and various parts
6. Various glass telephone batteries

John Clayborn is not kidding. When
he posted in the October newsletter that he
wanted to give away desk phones to youth,
several collectors thought was a scam. Well,
it is not. John refurbs several desk sets and
gives them away for the postage only. So, if
you know of a youth in your area who would
like an old dial telephone that works, then
John will supply the phone for the postage....
he just loves turning kids on to phones.

For those wanting desk
phones with reostats, he know
has several available just for
the shipping cost

