HISTORICAL FACT SHEET Telephone Industry Related Companies

COMPANY __________________________________
Sumter Telephone Supply Co (6 companies)
Various from 1892-1913
DATE ORGANIZED ____________________________
Richmond, VA; Sumter, SC
WHERE ORGANIZED___________________________

FOUNDER(S) _Initially:
___________________
_________(1892)
C.T. Mason, W.A.Mason
__________________________________________________
Manufacturer
NATURE OF BUSINESS________________________________
Subsequent names or significant changes resulting from
acquisitions, consolidation, sales or bankruptcies:

DATE

_______________________________________________________
Mason Telephones of Sumter SC (no known organizational name)

___________
1892

_______________________________________________________
Mason Telephone Company, Richmond. VA

___________
1894-95

_______________________________________________________
Mason Electrical Works, Sumter, SC

___________
1895-97

_______________________________________________________
Telephone Mfg Co, Sumter, SC

___________
1897-1904 closed

_______________________________________________________
Sumter Telephone Mfg Co, Sumter, SC *see note 2

___________
1899

_______________________________________________________
Sumter Telephone Supply, Sumter, SC

___________
1899-1913

REMARKS

MASON TELEPHONES: Two brothers, Charles Thomas Mason and William Arthur Mason
were asked by the newly formed independent Sumter Telephone Exchange, in the fall of
1892, to perfect a non-infringing electrical telephone to replace the mechanical Shaver
telephones that were not suitable for use in the Sumter exchange. They worked on this
project testing and perfecting the “Mason Telephone”. The Sumter exchange began
operating with the Mason telephone in October of 1893. It would have been similar to the
picture to the left. Word spread of the quality and success of this “Mason Telephone”. They
were sold all over the US and Mexico. I have never found out what the Masons called their
Company, or if it was officially organized with the state. Newspapers refer to the “Mason
Telephone” only.
MASON TELEPHONE COMPANY of Richmond Va: This is somewhat confusing and a bit
hard to explain. In early 1894, due to the great success of the Mason Telephone, it drew
attention of some businessmen from Richmond, Va. They came to Sumter and visited the
Masons and their factory. The Masons were doing very well selling their products, but needed
to enlarge the operation, which required capital.
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SUMTER TELEPHONES
The people from Richmond had the capital. The deal was made to
enlarge the Sumter factory and organize it as The Mason Telephone
Company of Richmond, Va, with the phones being made in Sumter.
Not long after this venture was in operation, the Richmond people
came back to Sumter and said they wanted to move the operation to
Richmond. There was a claim that the railroad shipping rates were not
favorable for shipping out of Sumter, because it costs more to ship goods
from the South to the North than it did from the North to the South. This
was true and a lasting punishment on the South left from the Civil War,
but I still believe the Richmond folks took advantage of the Masons. I
fully believe that they intended to do this all along, but never mentioned
it to the Masons!
Anyway, the Richmond folks did move the
operation to Richmond in early 1895. The Masons did not go; they stayed
in Sumter and after a short time, resumed making the Mason Telephone
in Sumter. In late 1895, the Richmond operation sold the telephone
production to some people from W. Virginia, who incorporated the new
company as the Mason-Maxwell Telephone Company in W. Virginia,
but built the telephone in Richmond. I believe this Company soon failed
in early 1898.
To the left, the upper photo, is probably the only example of the center
box, transmitter to an early Mason Telephone. This one is marked, “The
Mason Telephone Company of Richmond, Virginia” below the
transmitter. Since there was a period of time where the telephones
were made in both Richmond and Sumter, there is no way to tell
where this piece was made. Date would be 1894-1895. Also, to the left is
a “House Telephone” that was also made by the Masons. It was only
suitable for short distances of around 400 feet. No known example of this
House telephone at this time.

THE MASON ELECTRICAL WORKS: On May 15, 1895, one week after the
Sumter factory was closed and removed its business to Richmond, the Masons
opened up their operation making their phones in Sumter at a new location in
Sumter. This was the back lot of the home of C. T. Mason. The Company took the
name of The Mason Electrical Works and kept making the same phones as they
had before. A sad, note, William Arthur Mason died suddenly in early 1896
leaving C. T. Mason to run the Company, but it continued to be very successful.
To the left is a photo of one of their telephones with an original, more modern
mouthpiece, that used a carbon granular transmitter. This Company operated
until 1897, when it was re-organized into The Telephone Mfg Company, Sumter
SC in 50/50 stock partnership of C T Mason and P E Blow of Knoxville, Tn. This
would, later, prove to be a mistake like the one with folks from Richmond in 1894.
This Company also made switchboards, but there are no known pictures or
examples of them at the time of this writing.
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SUMTER TELEPHONES

TELEPHONE MFG COMPANY: In 1897, Mr. Mason was introduced to P. E. Blow from Knoxville, Tenn., who
owned the Southern Brass and Iron Company. Mr. Mason needed to expand operations and Mr. Blow had the
capital to do this. It came into being as The Telephone Mfg Company, Sumter SC in a 50/50 stock
partnership of C T Mason and P E Blow. The Company operated until 1904 when it went out of business.
Many phones were made by this Company. From 1900 until 1904 they used various magnetos and other
parts. Little is known about the Company from 1900 until 1904 other than the fact that it was in decline lacking
the technical leadership of Charles Mason and the others that had made it such a success. Most of the better
employees went to work for the newly created Sumter Telephone Mfg. Company in 1900 when it first went into
operation.

To the above left is the primary telephone they made, a two box model. Next to it is one of the candlestick desk
sets they sold. They did not make the desk set, they bought the base, less transmitter and receiver,
from other manufacturers. They made up the receivers and transmitters for the desk sets and sold
them as the Imperial (trademark) desk set. Next, a photo of a couple of surviving receivers. To the above
right is an original finish model 6 two box. They also made switchboards and other telephone apparatus.
Below are two examples of their nametags.
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SUMTER TELEPHONES

THE SUMTER TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING COMPANY: In 1899, due to a conflict with the co-owner, P.
E. Blow, of the Telephone Mfg. Company, Mr. Mason and other local folks formed The Sumter Telephone
Mfg. Company of Sumter, SC. A new factory was built across the street from the old Telephone Mfg
Company and Mr. Blow was not dealt into the new Company. There was a big court battle initiated by Mr.
Blow, but he eventually lost the case. Both were operated as two separate Companies from 1899 to 1904
when the old Telephone Mfg. Co. failed and was closed. There was little difference in their products to start,
but the old Company went downhill while the new Sumter Telephone Mfg. Company prospered. The
Sumter Tel. Mfg Company continued to operate until 1913 when it sold off it’s telephone operation to Dean.
The name of the Dean operation was The Sumter Telephone Supply Company. They operated out of space
in the Sumter Electrical Company factory. Dean sold Dean telephones, new and repaired Sumter phones
sent it for repair. I have found Sumter Telephones with the Sumter Telephone Supply nametags on them.
There were also placed on the Dean telephones sold new from Sumter. The Sumter Telephone
Supply operated in Sumter until 1916 when it closed shop in Sumter and moved to Atlanta, Ga. In
1913, the Sumter Telephone Mfg Company changed its name to The Sumter Electrical Company and
continued making ignition magnetos and parts until 1916. It was bought out by Splitdorf of NJ and operated
the Sumter plant until 1920.

The telephones above and below, were known in the day as a “Desk Stand”. Today, they are commonly
called, “Candlestick telephones”. These Sumter Telephones are laid out in the order of the time they were
made. The first two were sold in two styles, first one is the “rope” style” and the second one was called the
“plain”. The only difference being the sleeve placed over the shaft at time of manufacture. They were
made from 1902-1905. The third telephone above is a later version much like the first two, but having a
different perch attachment.
Most likely made,
1903-1905. The above telephone to the right came in
1905-1907 and may have had the small transmitter
before switching to the large transmitter as shown.
All the above were known as Sumter Model 19
telephones. The phone below on left was the Sumter
No. 20 and was in use from 1908 to 1910. The
phone below right was known as the Sumter “Utility”.
Made from 1910-1913. All of these telephones have,
what is believed to be the correct receivers they would
have came with when they were first manufactured.
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More examples of Sumter Telephone Mfg. Company products:

SUMTER TELEPHONES

