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Abilene Show.. great weather and a fantastic time

Saturday, May 31, 2014
8am to 12:30pm
Phinney Neighborhood Association Center Hall
6615 Dayton Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98103
Map: http://goo.gl/maps/ygrqM
Mail table fees and direct any questions to:
Bill Geurts
1205 Rooster Road
WalWalla Walla,Don
WA 99362
(509) 200-9800
ton’s disPayPal also accepted to the email address below
play
e-mail: billgeurts@gmail.com
Geoff Hilstad had FIVE restored Stromberg Carlson’s at the Abilene Show.
Make checks payable to Bill Geurts

I will personally be set up at the
May 16, 17, 18
Springfield, OH Antique Show
HOWEVER

due to no one contacting me to set up as
a mini-phone show, it will just be me.....
Regional Show cancelled... but I will see
you in Shipshewana on the first Friday and
Saturday of August for the National Show.
Due to early interest, I expect well over a
hundred tables!
Join us at this well attended show
and enjoy shopping in the various antique
shops and malls nearby as well as the outside Antique Show that takes place at the
same time. Call the Farmstead at 260-7684595

The Webers always bring some great signs!
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Stromberg Carlson Combination Telephone Switchboard
For Small Country Exchanges
By Tom Adams ATCA #213 May 2014

The battery box shelf was warped and the box
had been taken apart and the sides scalloped to
match the curvature of the warped shelf.

A Restoration Nightmare straight from, well you
know where, Dante’s Inferno. I purchased this
phone in March of 2012 and after getting it home,
decided it was going to take more work than I
wanted to put into it. I pushed it around in the
garage for many months and even offered it to a
couple other collectors for what I paid for it. No
takers, too much work involved. The top box door
frame and backboard were split in several places
and falling apart and two drops were missing.

The door to the battery box had been cut off at
the top and not squared up. The backer board for
the shelf to be glued on was missing. The top of
the shelf was now too low. All parts had been
brassed out. The cords were frayed beyond use.
The switchboard cord plug jackets were gone and
had been wrapped in red plastic tape.

The back board had termite damage on the
backside but didn’t go very far into the wood.
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I lucked out in having an extra Stromberg oak top
box door that was the exact same size as the split
one on the phone. Using the split door as a
pattern, I cut out the center on the extra door to
match the original. I was able to glue the top box
backboard back together and made a blank to
cover the two missing drop holes.
In October of 2013, 18 months after buying it, I
got tired of pushing it around and decided to
tackle it. It took me a full 6 months to restore it.
The first thing I did was totally disassemble the
battery box. I squared up the top of the battery
box door and shipped the rest of the battery box
to John Dresser who squared up the sides, made a
new backer board for the shelf to glue onto, and a
new shelf. In the meantime, I treated the
backboard to ensure all termites and eggs were
dead. This can be done professionally or by
putting the wood in a freezer at zero for 30 days.

Next I stripped all the remaining wood pieces I
had here and proceeded to bleach them out using
Oxalic Acid and neutralizing the bleached wood.

I re-nickeled all the brassed out parts using Texas
Platers. This requires polishing out the parts and
then removing all polish and fingerprint residue. I
use a 12 volt transformer for this process, but you
really have to be fast and careful not to burn the
nickel as it goes on.

Once I received the parts back from John Dresser,
I bleached the wood as before and then glued the
frame of the battery box together.

At this point I applied Minwax Provincial stain to
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all the wood parts and applied a couple coats of
Deft Semi-Gloss Clear wood finish to them. I
dulled the finish using 0000 steel wool and then
hand rubbed it out followed by a coat of wax.

I cleaned all the dirt & grime from the triplet using
a rag dipped in Household Ammonia followed by a
coat of clear auto wax.
I was now getting close to putting it all back
together with the new shelf Dresser had made for
me but the original shelf kept bugging me, I really
wanted to use it not the new one. With
instructions from John Infurna, I was able to
straighten the original shelf. I submerged the
warped shelf in a plastic bucket of distilled water
for 6 weeks holding it down with wood & plastic.

Then it had to be dried out between sheets of
newspaper sandwiched between concrete blocks.
The newspaper needs to be changed at least
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weekly until the shelf is totally dry. This took 8
weeks in my case. Patience is a virtue!!!!

It turned out really dark and I was convinced I was
never going to get it to match the rest of the
phone. I ended up bleaching and refinishing the
shelf a total of four times before I finally got it. I
applied the bleach full strength the last time and
left it on an hour before neutralizing. I then made
a mixture of Minwax stains, 1 oz. Provincial, 1 oz.
Golden Oak, & ¼ oz. Red Sedona. I then applied
enough glue to the shelf and backer board to hold
the Empire State building to the ground to make
sure it doesn’t warp again.

Next was to make new cords the proper length
and sleeves for the cord plugs. Thanks to Jim Barr
for sending me some old Runzel switchboard
cords in good condition. I was able to determine
the correct length needed from one of the old
worn out cords and verifying it before I cut the
cords off. I was able to remove and reuse the
cord stays and terminals on the cut off cords.
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I had some old fuses that the material seemed to
be the same as used for sleeves on these old plugs
and they were the correct outside diameter.

The hard rubber mounting board was missing. I
used the original from my Stromberg vanity as a
pattern to make one from a piece of wood.
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An Inside view showing the back of the drops and
plugs. The wiring is still intact for the two missing
drops. Should you have any please let me know.

Boy I’m glad no one took me up on my offer to let
it go. I could not be more pleased with the results.
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Lynn G Graves #372
5700 Xenon Ct.
Arvada, CO 80002-1314
303-431-1615
lggraves57@msn.com
Wanted
Broken damaged mouthpieces and
receiver caps

I am looking to purchase damaged,
chipped and cracked early telephone
mouthpieces, bi-polar receivers and caps.
I can only use them if the threads are still
good. If the threads are functional I will pay
one dollar each plus shipping or you send
me 4 mouthpieces and I will send you back
one repaired.

John Huckeby #587
2440 W. CR. 150 N.
New Castle, IN 47362
765-686-0189
j.huckeby@comcast.net
Wanted
Your incomplete or damaged candlestick telephones.
Wanted: Burl wood top boxes.
Top boxes with switch hook on the front
door.
Post & Co.Top box.
Blake transmitter middle boxes.
Thank you,
John Dresser
ATCA # 406
fjdress@pacbell.net
831-484-1961 H
22584 Veronica Dr.
Salinas, Calif 93908

Jon Kolger No. 561
6906 Meade Drive
Colleyville, TX 76034
(817)-329-5262
jkolger@gte.net
WANTED
Looking for unusual acoustic “string”
telephones,
particularly those with magnetosignaling and/or
speaking/listening tubes. Also seeking
primitive
homemade acoustic telephones, the
stranger the better.
Also wanting to buy acoustic telephone
literature,
such as catalogs, flyers, instructions,
etc...
What do you have?
Still looking for a BLUE North Electric
7H6 Galion desk (or wall) telephone.
Still looking for a BLUE Western
Electric 302 with BLUE plungers
dated 1941 or earlier.
WANTED
Chicago semi potbelly
preferably with Chicago receiver,
fine condition;
Early inter-phones, fine
condition;
Glass or porcelain
mouthpieces, excellent condition;
Candlestick Courtesy coin
box excellent condition
Paypal payment

For trade
I have three Western Electric
500 sets in three of the discontinued
colors - oxford gray, mahogany
mannyfa@comcast.net
brown and Mediterranean blue - to
cell 6093354387
trade for 8” “hubcap” signs that I
don’t have.
Robert Farber #4685
Chuck Hensley
510-339-1758 			
cihensley@aol.com

PLEASE

Wanted
Looking for type 21 knurled
nut and washer for transmitter arm..
Contact: frankroytaylor@gmail.com

Wanted
Telephone receivers made of 		
WOOD
Email Normstele@aol.com
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Update your contact
information ASAP for the
new membership 			
DIRECTORY.
Thank you!!
If you have forgotten how
to do this, please email Kristian
at office@atcaonline.com

Dave Martin
6016 Sheaff Lane
Ft. Washington, PA 19034
(215) 628-9490 #278

For Sale
1 Nine different Telephone Company
uniform buttons. Collector L&LD,
COLLECTOR LD, Long Distance,
Local and Long Distance, S.N.E.Tel.
Co.$20 each or all for $90
2 W.E. gray desk dial Data Phone.
1969 series B, 603A1, six clear round
buttons, 8 1/2” x 11”, works as an
extension phone $95
3 New nickel plated brass W.E. #10
tapered shaft candlestick phone hooks
$70 each
4 Telephone Connection, 1983, John
Dommers 176 ppg $30
5 Phoneco 183 ppg catalog $15
6 Phoneco old telephone price guide
& picture catalog $20
7 The Bell System record album
“Good Friends are for Keeps” 100th
anniversary celebration album,
America sings of telephones $20
8 Badge, shield shape, nickel, Ohio
state telephone company $85
9 Pocket mirror, oval New England
Boston, etc. $95
10 Fob, Kellogg, with strap, stick on
the front, and the rev. is totally filled
with print $95

Wanted to buy any information
on the Gray 102 manual pay station
. This was a full size pay station that
looked like the 50A but was a manual
instead of prepay. The Gray had a plate
above the door like that read ( The
Gray Telephone Paystation Company
) Hartford Conn. was on the tag also.
I am looking for any pictures printed
material anything that has to do with
this set. I will also purchase the phone
if someone has one. I am also interested
in any payphone that has a bottom that
reads.( The Gray Telephone Paystation
Company) or any parts or pieces like a
lead chute or hopper marked that way.
I am also looking for A cast iron vault
door for a full size 3 slot. Jim Engle
member 1685. 		
8595128706
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Wanted
Keystone Telephone Co. of
Philadelphia “Iron Box” wall phone.
Marked nickel Keystone backcup.
American Electric American
Beauty model marked nickel backcup
and transmitter face plate.
Andrew Chupela
AMVTCHUP@AOL.COM
732-986-2637

426 Museum Quality Phones
This is my lifetime work of
wooden sets restored with original
receivers.
The collection also includes
three hundred bell sets with all kinds
of odd type gongs.
Forty different Sumter telephones are also included as well as
a giant collection of parts.
Vanities, tandems, double boxers, single boxers, and candlesticks
from 1880 to 1920.
I am offering the entire collection for $130,000.
Steve Howell
218-443-7188
howellantiques@earthlink.net

Roy Taylor
For Sale: Looking to downsize my
collection. Great items for a starter
collector. Please inquire if interested and
for more details.
Wanted: Parts for WE/NE 47A magneto
Contact: frankroytaylor@gmail.com
Regards Roy Taylor #619
Steve Hilsz
P.O. Box 429
Salome, AZ 85348
(928) 859-3595
Jydsk@tds.net
I just brought in more dial repair
parts, so please continue to send
your rotary dials for lubrication and
calibration.
Even if you took a dial apart and
just can’t get it back together properly,
the repair is flat-rate
(major parts extra).
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six dollars

Mark Peterson
11413 149th Ave. KP N
Gig Harbor, WA. 98329
kimberkid@comcast.net
Wanted
Gray Wannamaker back plate-repo
ok
Gray 23-D or 23- J switch hook
assembly and contacts switch hook not
needed just the assembly
Gray 7-A lock for 13-A pay station
Gray repo paper wire diagrams for
inside of 50 series payphone
		
For Sale
Reminder: Continual to offer via a free 44pg catalog and website over 85 different
1900-1983 telephones, 10 different repro
phones, 25 different 1970-1995 novelty
phones, scores of 1950-70’s decorators
such as ericophones, over 60 different
1980-2011 novelty phones, lineman’s
equipment, switchboxes, bootheets,
signs, jacks and accessories, books,
posters, afghans, charts, plates, clocks,
jewelry, paper weights, telegraph items,
11894-1992 directories, old magazines,
Novus polish distributor. We do repairs
to all pre-electronic phones. Over 160
different repro and old namebrand and
generic groups of parts including many
varieties of 1916-2011 cords (varies in
color, length, use, material, conductors,
name-brand, spade-pin ends, NOS and
used (some ragged $1.00 up) We’ve
distributed Runzel cords in late 1970’s
and make up our own since early 1980’s
in most any color. Also offereing pins,
lugs, and other cordage accessories
including rolls (any length) of all-cloth or
cloth-wrapped modular. 30-day return.
Buy one item, chunks, all inventory or
as a business.
Ron Kanppen
608 582 4124
www.phonecoinc.com
phonecoinc@aol.com

Ron Christianson
#822
P O Box 43
Cave Junction OR 97523
Home phone 541.592.4123
Email 4123@frontiernet.net
Web http://www.museumphones.com
FOR SALE or TRADE:
6” and 8” Skeletal magneto ringers.
$75 each or $125 for both. untested.
1950’s Music On Hold device. Mint
condition, Grey in color. $75

For Sale

Item # 1. Western Electric 317BU, push
to talk, release to listen.
Receiver unit is HA-2, dated
10/20/1948. Will accept any offer over
$195.00 + shipping.
See pictures JPG 006 and 007 attached.
Item # 2. Northern Electric brass
candlestick phone, model 1120 DA
equipped with a switchboard plug.
Press to talk button. Will accept any
offer over $185.00 plus shipping.
See pictures JPG 008 and 008 attached.
Ed Enns, #3345
530 342-3539
eenns@sunset.net

			Mark Treutelaar
			414 425 1622
		
email emberridge@yahoo.com
			FOR SALE
Western Electric #2 dial fingerstops. Exactly the same as the
originals 2AB or 2HB available complete with the2 screws. $25 each plus
shipping. If you buy 4 I will pay your shipping. Pay by check only.I have a
lifetime supply
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WANTED
I’m looking for these W.E.
items: AUTOVON Card Dialer cards,
RED 680A Speakerphone transmitter,
G4 handset with shoulder-rest in pink,
gray, blue or turquoise, any Card Dialer
or keyset in pink, 259B KTU. Thanks!
David Friedman, (310) 837-3089 or
mommabirdie@netzero.net
FOR SALE
Package of 20 NOS Western
Electric Card Dialer cards. Will work
in all standard rotary and Touchtone
Card Dialers. Not too many left, so
get ‘em while you can! $24.99, which
includes shipping to any U.S. address.
David Friedman, (310) 837-3089 or
mommabirdie@netzero.net
TAKE NOTE
ATCA will be compiling a
new membership directory in the
next few weeks, so please make sure
we have updated address, e-mail,
and phone number for you. You may
update this information on your
member profile on the website, or
send updated information to Kristen
via e-mail or phone call to the office.

Tom Adams ATCA #213
7709 Fairlake Dr.
Wake Forest, NC 27587
919-761-8784
tom.adams1@nc.rr.com
Wanted:
One Stromberg Carlson magneto crank pictured here.
The shaft is 2 inches long with bulbous knob.

A magneto mounting red hard rubber or fiber block as
shown or a piece of the red insulating material large
enough to make a copy of the block as shown. Needs to
be at least 6 1/8” X 4 1/2 “ X 7/16” thick.

office@atcaonline.com

Mark Treutelaar
emberridge@yahoo.com
414 425 1622
Wanted
Western Electric OST or pony
receivers with broken shells
Steve Hilsz
P.O. Box 429
Salome, AZ 85348
(928) 859-3595
JYDSK@TDS.NET
WANTED
This is the time of year
that I go on the road and purchase
old Central Office apparatus such as
channel banks, carrier circuit cards,
older test gear, and other apparatus
that contains precious metals. I
especially wantto buy flat-spring,
North Electric CX, and wire-spring
relays. This apparatus preferably
has no collector value and can be
damaged or weather-beaten.
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My telephone collection is for
sale.......
Frank Lutka
36 Hartsdale Dr.
Toronto, ON M9R 2S5
Canada
416-244-4666
INFORMATION:
Does anyone own a
Phoenix phone (probably a 3-box)
with the same style top box as
pictured? Would like to know
what the complete phone may have
looked like.
WANTED
1. WE 3-box Blake.
2. WE 2-box (#5 arm, spearhook).
3. WE type 85 fiddleback (early
transmitter arm).
4. “Gibson Girl” tandem (American
electric, Stromberg Carlson,
Swedish American).
5. American Electric single-box
swing-away.
6. Automatic Electric ringer box for
Strowger candlestick.
7. Forked hookswitch arm for 1904
Strowger candlestick.
8. WE long-pole receiver (18841898 type).
9. WE *229* transmitter with good
original nickel.
10. WE 50AL dial candlestick in
good unrestored condition.
11. WE payphone style metal thread
mouthpiece (need 4).
12. Early style pin tips (flared).
Thanks
Lynn Noller
#699

WANTED

Viaduct 4” white
milk glass mouthpiece and
Viaduct Sound Powered
Transmitter.
Walt Aydelotte aydelotte01@comcast.net
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Board Chairman

Board Members

Tom Herwer, 18…2014
71 Vancouver Lane
Port Townsend, WA 98368
360-344-3449
mox-nix@cablespeed.com

Dennis Fowler, 238…..2015
9418 Sandstone St
Houston, TX 77036
713-774-4262
dcfowler@sbcglobal.net

President
Lynn Graves, 372…2014
5700 Xenon Ct
Arvada, CO 80002
303-431-1615
lggraves57@msn.com

Craig Stanowski, 4249..2015
354 Seaton Drive
Oakville, ON L6L 3Y1
CANADA
905-825-2955
maxtwo@cogeco.ca

Vice President
George Minnich, 780,2014
3011 Memphis St
Philadelphia, PA 19134
215-739-5229

Don Walton, 590…..2016
7390SW 101st Ave
Beaverton, OR 97008
503-646-2079
donaldwalton@comcast.net

Board Members
Scotty Polling, 51…..2014
1527 Post Ave
Torrance, CA 90501
310-328-7737
spoling@socal.rr.com

Al Ilekis, 1002…..2016
204 Lawton Rd
Riverside, IL 60546
708-442-8676
Ilekis@aol.com

Do you have a concern?

Y

our Board at the left is very open to
listening to your concerns and suggestions. I personally do not remember a time
when our Board has its ear to the membership any
more than this one.
At their March meeting, the Board is discussing a
couple major concerns brought to them by members
that should have a deep affect on ATCA. The Board
does listen and then discusses all options and then
acts.
Feel free to contact any of the Board or Officers at
the left.
I look forward to seeing many of you at some of
the upcoming shows. I consider myself fortunate to
still be able to drive to shows even though my truck
has 335 thousand miles on it.... and a wife who is
patient enough to tolerate going with me..... see you
soon.

The listserv is a great place to get answers to many questions

Abilene Show Collage

