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WHAT?
Odis retiring???
What will I do for cords?

DO NOT WORRY!!!
The House of Telephones has been
purchased by......

Don Woodbury
ATCA # 3920
Oldphoneworks/Wireless
Express
10 Binnington Court
Kingston, Ontario.
K7L 4V1
Phone: 800-843-1320
www.oldphoneworks.com
www.wirelessexpress.ca

ATCA Website
Password

W

hat can you find by
g o i n g
t o
atcaonline.com? The Members
Only section has a color version of our
newsletter with extra pages that are not
found on the printed version. In addition,
a current membership directory which
includes known email addresses can be
downloaded as a microsoft excel file.
When entering the Members Only
section, you will be asked for either a
login or user name depending on which
internet system you are using and then a
password. The login/username is atca in
lower case.
The October password
will be provenchershow

NEWSLETTER

October 2008

SIXTH ANNUAL

Northern California TELEPHONE COLLECTOR
Show
Saint Francis Episcopal Church
1205 Pine Ave., San Jose, CA 95125

Saturday, November 8, 2008
8 AM to 1 PM, ADMISSION $2 per person
Table Rentals: $10.00 ea.
Send check to: Gary Goff
3805 Spurr Cir., Brea, CA 92823
(714)528-3561 (Gary) (408)377-5864 (Hal)
Simple Directions: Use Yahoo Maps or other internet based map service. The
church is located in the vicinity of Hamilton East, past Bascom and Meridian.
Hamilton East becomes Pine after crossing Meridian.

Cell Phone Contact day of show: (714) 928-6352
THERE WILL BE A SILENT AUCTION AT 11:30AM. Bring any and all items
that you want to donate for the benefit of the two telephone clubs. You may also
use the auction for your own benefit.

Coffee and donuts provided. Donations appreciated.

NORTHEAST REGIONAL PHONE SHOW
The Northeast Regional Show - Enfield, Connecticut
Friday-Saturday, October 17-18, 2008
Crown Plaza - Enfield
1 Bright Meadow Boulevard
Enfield, Connecticut 06082
Phone - (860) 741-2211
Go to http://www.cpenfield.com/ for more hotel information

For Further Information, Please call
Bill Provencher at (802) 476-7189

Address change?? Send it to: ATCA, P O Box 1252, McPherson, KS 67460
Send all ads to: ATCA, PO Box 910, New Castle, IN 47362

Email ads to j.huckeby@comcast.net
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Signs of the Past by Mark Redmond

N

ow Campers here is your test for today. What is the difference between these
two signs?
If you said cufflinks, you were right. You may remember about a year ago I
did an article on a pointing hand sign. The other sign I had in my collection for a while
and was getting ready to “sale or trade” it when I discovered that it had cufflinks. I
must have been wearing my glasses when I figured that out. So while they both look
the same, they are different. The cufflink sign must be the uptown version of this sign
for the formal set.
How cool is that. The truth is most people wore cufflinks at the turn of the century so
why not reflect it in the sign. These signs hung under bigger 18 by 18 early Bell local
and long distance flange signs. I have seen photos of them hanging under old Wisconsin
and Central Union signs. I never could tell if they had cufflinks or not. Only a sign nut
like myself would care or get excited about the cufflink version of a sign.
As my wife would say. “When she was a little girl, she always dreamed that she would
marry a collector of telephone signs who wrote for the ATCA newsletter.” Happy
Hunting..Mark
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NEW MEMBERS
Martin G. Kusch, 4376/09
990 Chapin Ave
Birmingham, MI 48009
248-203-2915
Russ Kirk, 4377/09
5758 Cherry Way
Livermore, CA 94551
925-371-0792
William F. Milburn, 4378/08
1027 Levee Street
Dallas, TX 75207
214-747-1816

Joseph Meagher, 4379/09
2382 Mt. Tabor Rd
Gambrills, MD 21054
410-451-9008

RENEWALS
Alex Niforos, 2198/09
4447 Fireside Lane
Winston Salem, NC 27127
Home Phone #: 336-788-0777
Cell Phone #: 336-414-5097

CHANGES
Carol Larsen
11028 Griffith Park Drive NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123-5410

ATCA SHOW 2010... Farmstead Inn Shipshewana,IN... Aug. 6 & 7
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VIRGINIA REGIONAL TELEPHONE SHOW
Williamsburg, VA
Saturday, February 28, 2009
Holiday Inn-Patriot
3032 Richmond Rd
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Room rates: $59
Call 1-800-446-6001

For info and show
registration
email: Russ Cowell. or
757-258-5308

Registration for club members is $10
Tables $10 for first, $5 for additional
Friday 5-7 PM: greet at Holiday Inn
Cash bar, Pizza supplied to members

Where can you find a bunch of telephone nuts on January 19th?
Call Paul Mikula, 650 E. Chapman Rd. Oviedo, FL 32765.....407-365-4686....
He and his wife will have an open house on the evening of the 18th. You will be amazed at how many
rare phones one can get in a garage. Relax though as they are not for sale. The morning of the 19th will
find you scrambling for buys on phones and insulators in Maitland at the civic center.
I always enjoy going about two blocks away as I am leaving and purchasing fresh oranges from one of
the local orchards. More information to be announced.... see you in sunny Florida in January.
Are you worried about a cord shortage due to what is probably the finest
telephone cord business in the country
being sold?
As you have probably heard,
Odis has decided to retire. However,
his business is not looking for a “bail
out” from Congress. The business
has been sold to ATCA member Don
Woodbury who will continue to offer
the same quality of cords that has made
House of Telephones famous around
the world.
Following are some answers
to possible questions from the new
owner, Don Woodbury.
Greetings Phone Collectors!
As most of you already know
Oldphoneworks will be merging the House
of Telephones cord manufacturing capacity
into our operations over the next
few weeks. We have some REALLY big
shoes to fill, but rest assured
that we intend to honor the legacy that Odis
has built over the years.
Despite much speculation to the
contrary, the prices will remain the same (as
per the most recent House of Telephones
price list published in
January 2008.) In fact, all House of
Telephone product is already
available on my site (www.oldphoneworks.
com) at the same price currently charged by
Odis. His discount schedule of 10%, 15%
and 20% is also in place and is automatically
calculated on on-line orders. I currently have
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a good stock of most of the big sellers
(about 50 SKUs) which will ensure an
uninterrupted product supply while the
manufacturing equipment is transitioning
to it’s new home in Kingston, Ontario.
Some my staff will be heading
to San Angelo next week for intensive
training with Odis and Aaron. You can
be assured that Oldphoneworks shares a
committment to excellence with House
of Telephones, and the same top quality
cords will continue to be available. Odis
has promised to keep my employees
under lock and key until they know how
to do it right!!! We expect to be back in
production mode by the third week of
October.
There should be no delays on
orders given the substantial stock that we
already have on hand at Oldphoneworks.
We will have a new House of Telephones
website in place by mid-Octiber so
ordering from “House of Telephones” will
still be possible, although the same product
and pricing will also be available through
Oldphoneworks.
In order to introduce our new cord
product line to the collector community I
am be offering FREE shipping until the
end of October for any orders that contain
“Odis” cords. ATCA members should
specify discount coupon “ATCA” in
order to receive the free shipping on their
shopping cart.

Here is some more info on
the dealing with Oldphoneworks and
House of Telephones.
Through my conversations
over the last few days with fellow club
members in the US, it has become clear
that there may be some trepidation out
there about dealing with a “foreign”
country to purchase phone cords and
parts. (While Canada may seem
“foreign”, Oldphoneworks is actually
located right on the US border in
Kingston, Ontario)
I would like to take this
opportunity to allay any concerns that
may exist. Please read through the
following questions and answers if you
would like more information on the
process of dealing with Oldphoneworks
and House of Telephones:
Question: Will my transaction
with Oldphoneworks/House of
Telephones be in Canadian dollars?
Answer: NO. We operate
exclusively in US funds on our websites,
and
our credit card payment gateway and
Paypal account will process transactions
in US funds without currency conversion
charges.
Don Woodbury
Oldphoneworks/Wireless Express
10 Binnington Court
Kingston, Ontario.
K7L 4V1
Phone: 800-843-1320
www.oldphoneworks.com
www.wirelessexpress.ca

3

EDUCATIONAL

Ben Salem poses with Ray Kotke’s Silver Dollar Gray
Coin Collector - Photo by Matt Salem

Some of Michael Caverley’s antique phone signs Photo by Matt Salem

Paul Axman in conversation with ATCA board
member Don Price - Photo by Lynda Porter

Don Woodbury’s elaborate Bell Telephone truck
display - Photo by Lynda Porter

Al Ferguson took home the “Most Educational” award
with his intercom display - Photo by Fred Coady

Another view of the show at the Candian Legion in
Brampton - Photo by Matt Salem

The crowd was buzzing and collectors were making
deals - Photo by Matt Salem

Frank Lutka had this amazing display of telephone
related paraphernalia - Photo by Matt Salem

Michael Caverley’s remaining phone signs Photo by Matt Salem

STANLEY EVANS
evans_stanley@msn.com
410-375-3049

Frank Lutka took home two awards (the Best
Canadian and Cool Stuff) for his NE wall set made
for Canadian Pacific Railroad and his Labatt’s Blue
telephone - Photo by Fred Coady
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WANTED
black mushroom hood for the WE500. Original or reproduction.
MAITLAND ANTIQUE TELEPHONE SHOW
Saturday January 17, 2009 8am-4pm
Maitland Civic Center
641 S Maitland Ave. Maitland , FL
Registration $5 Tables $15
additional tables $10
Send to: Paul Mikula 650 Chapman Ct. Ovido, FL 32765
Contact: Tel# 407 365 4686 email: wecoman@bellsouth.net
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STEVE HILSZ
PO Box 429
Salome, AZ 85348
(928) 859-3595
JYDSK@TDS.NET
WANTED:
Telecommunications Scrap. Convert your
junk to cash. I am looking for quantities
of central-office and key system scrap,
especially wire spring relays, circuit cards,
old Crossbar, and microwave connectors.
(Switchers, relax. I’m not looking for
apparatus that can still be used). Even
damaged or rusty old junk will do, if it has
proper metals content. I will dismantle what
I need on-site. Christmas is coming, generate
cash now.
BOB ZECHMAN
3529 Teakwood Lane
Plano,Tx 75075
972-596-8851
WANTED
How Do I Wire A Se-400 Telephone ChimeRinger.I Flip To Chime Or Flip To Ringer.I
Also Need How To Hook Up A Ks-8229l14
Chime To Work.This Has A 110 Lead To
It And 2 Wires. Does Anyone Have The
Number Ring Holder And Plastic For An
Automatic Electric Phone? I Also Need The
On Off Switch For A 1976 Blue Butt Set.
Thank You For The Help.
STEWART WARINNER # 2210
16262 Goshen Rd.
Montpelier, Va. 23192
804-883-5082
normanw162@aol.com
WANTED
3- receiver diaphragms for W.E. E-1 handle.
Also 46A or B W.E. induction coil.
RICH PROHASKA
351 Pacific Oaks Rd
Goleta, CA 93117
email at plannet@verizon.net
WANTED
“Looking for handsets from the US Signal
Corps, any and all from the early 1900’s”
Rotatone Pulse to Tone Converter. The only
pulse to tone converter for installation inside
of a telephone. Works off line current, and
unlike competing products it offers access
to * and #, and it provides 7 speed dial locations. The Rotatone also offers the ability to
program a “hotline” number that is dialed automatically when the phone comes off-hook.
Complete details, installation instructions,
and on-line ordering is available at www.
rotatone.com. Only $39.95.
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DAVE MARTIN #278
6016 Sheaff Lane
Ft. Washington, PA 19034
215-628-9490
FOR SALE
Western Electirc chrome three slot pay
phone #233GLB-44 with a green handset and
a green dial surround $250 Chicago oak
top box, 8 3/4” x 11” with a nametag, w/o the
ringer, with a four bar marked magneto, also
with a switch and hook $65 Deveau oak
wall mounted six position annuciator with
the movement under glass. Jack Plugs make
the connections, marked transmitter, solid
receiver, 10”x13” long $350
Stromberg
Carlson non dial oval base phone #1197 in
light gray, with a stained handset, and w/o
the number card holder $275
Kellog
wall switches out of wood wall phones, no
Stromberg
hooks $5 each, 30 available
Carlson wall switches out of wood wall
phones, no hoods $5 each, 40 available
Stromberg Carlson hooks for the same
switches $5 each Automatic Electric wall
switches out of metal wall phones 2 for $5,
50 available
Automatic Electric hooks
for the same switches, and the hook also
fits the later A.E. dial and non-dial sticks $5
each
Western Electric wall switches out
of metal wall phones $5 each, 20 avilable
Western Electric hooks for the switch
$6 each
1960’s wood phone booth door
and frame, complete with all hardward and
glass, the entire front of the booth around
the door $95 Shaving mug with a picture
of an early nondial stick Jno. Farris below
the phone, made in Germany on the bottom
$900
Stromberg Carlson clear oval non
dial desk phone, without the handset, with a
3/8” crack on the bottom right edge $300
Photo enclosed of an oak Couch and Seeley
10 button fiddleback phone $300.
ED SELLBERG #2832
2918 Neals Lane
Vancouver, WA 9861
360-695-0997
FOR SALE
I have several walnut top boxs W.E. type
21 complete as found except the handsets,
some have 4 dates Nov. 18, 1888, Mar. 31,
1891, Jul. 11, 1891, Jul. 17, 1894. some have
6 dates Oct. 18, 1882, Dec. 23, 1884, Nov.
16, 1886, Apr. 8, 1890, Mar. 31, 1891, Jul
1, 1893 and all have the logo “Made for the
American Bell Telephone Co. and licensed
to be used only with its telephones. Price
$50.00 plus shipping and handling.

DAVID KUNS (4030)
P.O. Box 1852
Chino Valley, AZ. 86323
cell: 928-710-3631
home: 928-636-1588
kooonzeee@yahoo.com
Check out site: www.phonemandave.net
WANTED
Colored (original paint) WE B1 Mounts &
E1 receivers; Original base cover & half
moon shaped terminal strip for WE #10;
SC model 36 wood wall phone (wood parts
only); Receiver cord(s) for early Kellogg
3 pc rec & Solid 3 pc rec; Shaft for Amer
Elec manual stick, the one with the ridge
around it below the hook cutout; Farr transmitter (with unmarked face); Keystone
receiver & anything Keystone.
TRADE
Holtzer-Cabot receiver cap for a Burns
cap.
JOHN WILEY #1116
6642 E. Vanguard St.
Mesa, AZ 85215
480-924-7062
FOR SALE
W.E. 38316 Magneto w/shaft & crank $30
W.E. 211 Dial Space Saver $85
W.E.
Power Room gauges, handles etc. 13 pices
$95
W.e. 3-A Central Office Tulip horn
13”x20” $95 W.E. number plate ring for
202/302 $5
W.E. (box only) date 2-77
for E-6 repeater $5
Illinois Bell South
Suburban Directory binder $25
Framed
1920 Crookston Minn. Toll #8 switchboard
picture $5
Illinois Bell Management
Development Center 3 ring notebook $15
W.E. 11A Receiver $5 T26 Operator breast
plate (NOS) $20
309&310 plugs $0.50
each 310 jacks (new & used) $0.50 each
Indiana Bell Note Pad 6”x4” (50 sheets) $5
Procelain “C” Type drop wire attachment
$5 66B4-3 Punch on block (NOS) $5
Bell Telephone Service Pins $5 each 176A MDF wooden block (used with early 1950
answering service) $5 Bell System Stamp
pad (red) $10
DAVID FRIEDMAN, ATCA #4367
WANTED:
Metal bracket that holds the paper designation strips against the backside of the
old-style Touchtone faceplate on Western
Electric 1565HK keysets. Any help locating
this part would sure be appreciated. Quarter
is included in picture just to indicate size of
bracket. Thank you.
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Kellogg Small Magneto Wall Switchboards

The Kellogg switchboard &
Supply Co. has designed two
small magneto wall switchboards
for localities in which there are
only a few lines and no future
demand for a large exchange
type switchboard is likely. These
practical little boards are for use

wherever a switching station is
needed. The company states
they will prove a convenience
and source of revenue and yet
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take only a small
amount of an
attendant’s time.
The smaller
wall switchboard
known as Code
No. 9-A, is a
10-line board
especially built for
service where no
more than 10 lines
will be needed. It
is designed for
operation without the use of
cord circuits having ringing and
listening keys or clearing-out
drops. The cord circuit consists
of one long plug and one short
plug connected by means of a
two-conductor cord. The circuit is
so wired that the short plug does
not cut off the line drop, while the
long plug cuts it off.
The operator’s set consists of
a regular magneto telephone
with cord and one long plug for
answering and ringing the lines.
The switchboard is provided
with saw-tooth spark gap lightning
arresters in connection with a
heavy common group stirp for
each line. This switchboard, with
the telephone, is complete in
itself. Its operation is as follows:
Any telephone connected
to the switchboard signals in
the usual way by operating the
hand generator. This throws
the drop immediately above the
jack associated with its line, thus
ringing the night alarm bell to call
the attention of the attendant to
the call. The attendant answers

by inserting the plug attached to
the telephone, in the jack below
the drop, the shutter of which is
released. This action automatically
restores the shutter and connects
the attendant’s telephone with the
calling party.
Upon determining the connection
desired, the attendant removes

the telephone plug from the jack
and inserts one of the plugs of
the connecting cords. She then
inserts the telephone plug into
the line desired and rings in
the proper manner. When the
desired party is obtained, the
telephone plug is removed and
the attendant instantly inserts the
remaining plug of the connecting
cord which is being used for this
connection.
When the conversation is
completed, either party or both,
operating the hand generator,
throws the line drop of the line
into which the short plug of the
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connecting cord is inserted. This
again operated the night alarm
bell, notifying the attendant to take
down the connection. The night
alarm circuit can be arranged
to give the regular night alarm
continuous signal or, by the use
of the proper drops and jacks,
can be connected to the code
night alarm contact instead of the
permanent night alarm contacts.
In this way the signal given by
the subscriber’s hand generator,
will be repeated to the night
bell, indicating to the attendant
whether the switchboard required
attention or not.
The other board, known as the
No. 17-A magneto switchboard,
is arranged for 30 local lines
and for toll lines. There are six
connecting cord circuits provided
with keys for ringing, listening and
ring-back features in connection
with the regular magneto
telephone. This board operates
the same as the 10-line board just
described, to the point at which
the attendant’s attention is called
to the switchboard.
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The call is answered by
inserting the answering or
rear plug into the jack of the
calling line, automatically
restoring the drop. The
attendant then throws the
key associated with this
pair of cords in the locking
position and determines
the connection desired.
The calling plug of the cord
circuit is use is inserted
into the jack of the desired
line and the key thrown in
the opposite or restoring
position. The generator of the
magneto telephone is then
operated in the usual manner.
The attendant remains in on the
connection until the desired party
is obtained, at which time the
listening key is restored to the
normal position.
The disconnect after the
conversation is completed, is
given by either or both parties
operating the hand generator,
throwing the clearing-out drop
associated with the cord pair in
the use and located directly above
its listening key. This sounds
the night alarm bell and calls
the attendant. Code night alarm
contacts may be used on the
drops with this board the same as
with the smaller equipment.
When it is desired to ring
back on a connection, it may
be accomplished by leaving the
key of the cord pair thrown in the
listening position and operating
the hand generator, at which time
the clearing-out drop is cut off the
cord circuit.

These two new Kellogg
switchboards can be operated not
only with wall sets connected as
indicated in the two photographic
reproductions, but are said to be
conveniently operated with desk
stands on ordinary tables. In the
case of the 10-line board, the
desk set box can be mounted on
the wall directly beside the board
and the connecting telephone
cord hanging from the desk set
box will reach all of the jacks in
the switchboard, as in the case of
the compact wall set. If it is more
convenient to place the desk set
box beside the table as shown in
one of the illustrations, then it is
only necessary to secure the cord
to a connecting rack and wire to
the desk set box.
When the larger board, Code
No. 17-A is installed with a table,
it is only necessary to cut a hole
in the table top large enough for
the cords and weights to pass
through. The desk stand and box
are wired in the usual way. These
ordinary kitchen table installations
are said to be inexpensive and
especially convenient where the
switching station must be installed
in a general store or office where
there is a certain amount of clerical
work which the attendant must
take care of, and yet at the same
time give satisfactory attention to
the operation of the exchange.
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JOHN HUCKEBY
2440 W. CR. 150 N.
New Castle, IN 47362
765-686-0189 • J.huckeby@comcast.net
FOR SALE

2008 Central Kansas Antique Telephone and
Insulator Show and Sale

Friday started out as a normal day, but
by the end of the day it will have been
a hectic one. My wife, Barb and I went
over to the show site and set the tables
the way that we needed them to be early

Modern Tandem PRICE: $875

This Automatic Electric telephone has been
standing against a phone booth in my pole
barn for about 8 years. It is time to go. It
has plenty of dust on it but has never been
used. The receiver is the type that has the
brass bands and is used on some early AE
desksets. This one can be yours for the price
of $325.
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in the afternoon, then went back home
to relax before the start of the show that
evening. We hadn’t been
home very long when we got
2 phone calls from collectors
that wanted to come over for
awhile and see the collection
and visit for awhile. After that
it was nonstop going until
the doors closed at 10 pm
Friday evening. The next day
wasn’t any different than the
evening before.
One of the biggest surprises
at the show was the arrival
of Roy and Pat Basci from
Brooklyn, NY who came

with Paul and Regina Wiltfong. Also,
Bob and Elaine Ifland came Sat. and
everyone was glad to see them show
up and stopped and talked with them
for awhile.
Friday afternoon the doors opened up
at 5 pm to the collectors/dealers to set
up and get ready for the next day show.
There was a fury of collectors/dealers
moving their stuff into the building and
getting ready for the next day. At 6:30 we
broke for a meal that had been set up for
the ones that were there that evening.
Then at about 8 pm we all started the
fury all over again until 10 pm when the
doors closed for the evening.
At 7 am the next day the doors
opened for everyone who hadn’t gotten
completely set up the night before and
for the ones who didn’t show up Friday
to get set up Sat. The doors opened up
at 8 am Sat. morning for the general
public to get there fill of phones and
insulators. One collector/dealer went
home without any of his insulators that
he brought to sell. Another sold all of his
8 WE ponies that he had for sale at the
show. Everyone who came went home
without some of the phones, insulators
and memorabilia that they came with.
The public that showed up for the show
were spending, despite the troubles that
Wall Street and the country is having at
the present.
At the end of the day everyone who
came was happy to see old friends and
had a great time telling stories, some of
which were tall tales, I think. But, all in
all everyone had a great time.

8

OCTOBER 2008

9

OCTOBER 2008

10

OCTOBER 2008

11

OCTOBER 2008

12

OCTOBER 2008

13

OCTOBER 2008

14

