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RENEWAL TIME!

Normally we print a renewal card and insert it in the newsletter. Due to
one of the features of our new website, we no longer have to print a renewal
card. All members who have an email address will receive an email from the
website with instructions to renew.
For the forty-five members who do not have an email address, all you
have to do is to put your name, address, and phone number and send to ATCA,
PO Box 2805, Salina, KS 67401. Please include your check for $35 for a paper
mailed newsletter.
Those members renewing for an online newsletter pay $30.
Memberships expire on January 1, 2021.
*******************************************
I have always found old advertisements both interesting and educational
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EDUCATIONAL

Tales of the Hunt
by Chuck Eby #381

This month we have another
interesting rare find for the
recurring
newsletter
feature
highlighting various member’s
unusual telephone finds and
stories of the hunt to obtain that
find. If you have a story to be
told, please contact me at
chuck9@optonline.net.
This month’s Tale comes from
Willy Blum #4264, another one of
our Canadian members. Willy
writes:
We have a small cabin on a lake
where we spend summers and
holidays. Several years ago my
brother-in-law and his wife came
to visit us for a short holiday.
While they were with us I was
looking for something to do with
them rather than just sitting
around. I had noticed that there
was a farm auction being held
nearby. Normally we would not
have gone to such an auction but
our guests thought it would be a
fun diversion and something to
do. I had suggested that we take
two cars so if they were bored
with the auction or didn’t like
anything there they could drive
into the local town and check out
the various shops.
As I had suspected, when we got
to the farm, everyone else went to
town and of course I stayed for
the auction. As it turned out the
owner of the property was going
into a senior citizen’s independent
living facility and had to liquidate
most of his belongings. It became
very obvious as I looked around
the house and barn that he was a
definite hoarder and hadn’t
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disposed much while he lived
there. The auction wound up
taking three days to clear out all
of the excess items that had been
left in the buildings.
As I looked over all of the items
that were to be auctioned on the
day I was there, I spotted three
single box wooden wall phones
that I was interested in if the price
was right. Of the three, the first
was a common plain front
Northern Electric with a broken
receiver and chipped mouth piece.
I was bidding on this but dropped
out as the price increased. It was
finally gaveled down at $175.
The second one up for bid was a
Canadian Independent wall phone
with a broken shelf and broken
mouth piece. The bidding
competition wasn’t as great on
this one as it sold for $155. I was
now wondering how much I
would have to pay for the third
telephone if I was to bring
something home from this
auction.
I had no idea what company made
the third telephone as I didn’t
recognize it at all. However, I
was determined to buy a
telephone that day, especially
since it looked more unusual than
any wall phones that I had in my
collection or had seen before. The
phone had no shelf on it but I
could see the outline of a long
single bracket so I figured one
could be manufactured. Besides
the uniqueness of this phone, it
came with two long pole
receivers. The bidding started out
like the others but apparently
those bidders who really wanted a
telephone had already purchased
the other two so the gavel went
down at $100 and I was the very
happy high bidder.

When I got home I had to do a lot
of research to find what this
phone was. I knew that it was a
very early one as the transmitter
looked “Blake-like.”
I called
several Canadian collectors and
Allan Young felt very certain that
the phone was made by James
Foster for Bell in Canada in the
1880’s. While I can’t be 100%
certain of the maker since the
James Cowherd Company also
made these phones for Bell. Mr.
Cowherd died in 1881 at which
time
James
Foster
was
commissioned to continue the
manufacture for Bell.

Even though my new phone was
missing its shelf, once cleaned it
was
in
great
displayable
condition. Quite to my surprise,
about six months later I found
another one of these rare phones
but someone had added a number
of wrong parts on it. But it had
the original shelf that I needed for
my original phone so the second
phone had to act as a donor
phone.
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Steve Hilsz
PO Box 429
Salome, AZ 8348
(520) 370-3267
jydsk@tds.net
		
REPAIR
Dial repair is $6 per dial, major parts such as switch pileup extra, plus postage
**********************************
Vern Potter#1435
(801) 486-6794
vern1435@webtv.net
			 Wanted
Roanwell Confidencer in Pink and Yellow
********************************
			
Wanted to buy
Single bell style bell tap phones.
Various style phones with crank on front door.
Charles Williams related equipment.
		
John Dresser
		
Fjdress@pacell.net
		
22584 Veronica dr.
		
Salinas, Calif 93908
********************************
Mike Davis #2022 phone (516) 735-9765
email mike@mvtelonline.com
web site mvtelonline.com (view my collection)
Wanted: Broken American Toll Coin collector, I need parts. If you
have one that isn’t broken I’m also interested. 29A-75, 29A-77 and
other original upper housing keys stamped 29A and with unique
serial numbers from the Regional Bell Companies that opened the
upper housings of single slot payphones. Also looking for the locks
that were in the upper of the WE single slot payphones from South
Florida lock number 29A21. Original (not repro) keys and locks
for the upper housings of Gray, AE, WE & NE 3 slot payphones.
Wanted old and unusual payphones and parts. Gray, Western Electric etc. Parts such as hoppers, relays, coin chutes locks and key.
Let me know what you have. Also looking for WE 3 slot panel
payphone model 235G, early 1A, 1E type single slot payphones,
anything unusual. Beige Western Electric 1234, touch tone 3 slot
payphone.
For Sale: All kinds of parts for Western Electric single slot payphones. NOS Western Electric/AT&T metal coin chutes for single
slot payphones, also works if you have a Protel 4000/8000 main
board, $40 each or 10 Protal boards for $200. NOS Medico locks
with 2 keys that will fit both the upper housing and the vault, $20
each. Original Western Electric 29A locks with a key that were
what the Bell System single slot payphones had in the upper housing, 1 lock with a key $20 or 2 locks with one key that opens both
for $30. These locks will fit the upper housing and the vault of
single slot payphones made by Western Electric and also Northern
Telecom. They will also fit the vault door of WE and NE 3 slot
payphones. I also have Protel smart boards that you can use in a
Western Electric 1D2 type payphone. You can install them and
have them programmed how you want and the phone will work
with coins. I have many other parts available including some nice
Verizon embossed vault doors ($20) and NOS black ($25) and
NOS stainless steel (30). Feel free to let me know what you need.
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Jon Kolger No. 561
6906 Meade Drive
Colleyville, TX 76034
(817)-329-5262
jkolger@gte.net
			
WANTED
Looking for unusual acoustic “string” telephones,
particularly those with magneto-signaling and/or speaking/listening tubes. Also seeking primitive homemade acoustic telephones,
the stranger the better.
Also wanting to buy acoustic telephone literature,
such as catalogs, flyers, instructions, etc...
What do you have?
Still looking for a BLUE North Electric 7H6 Galion desk
(or wall) telephone.
Also still looking for a BLUE Western Electric 302 with
BLUE plungers dated 1941 or earlier.
***********************
INDIANA TELEPHONE HISTORY BOOK
I still have some NOS copies of my ‘Hoosier Connections - Indiana Telephone History’ books that I believe collectors
will enjoy. I researched 14 years (before the Internet) to find the
historical information included in over 400 pages with many pictures. It includes a general history of Indiana Telephony, ‘telephone company histories‘ of those here in 1990, and more.
Hundreds were sold at $30 each. I have them ON SALE now for
$17 each + $4 USPS media shipping in the lower 48 states. Don’t
miss getting yours - this is a limited offer.
Steve Shearer, #643
1560 S. 50 E.
Princeton, IN 47670		
(Cell) 812-677-1056
foxhollo@gmail.com
**********************************
WANTED: SIGNS, PAY STATIONS, PAYPHONES and PARTS
Original Metal Signs, Round, Square, Rectangle, Flat,
Flanged, 1 Sided, 2 Sided.
PAY STATIONS:
Gray Pay Stations: 8A, 11J, 23C, and Early 23D
PAYPHONES:
Gray, Gray/Western Electric and Western Electric Inc. 3 Slot PAYPHONES.
Entire Collections or 1 piece, Especially looking for 150K, 162,
55G, 155G, 170s dial and non-dial, 190s non dial, early 233. Any
Model with Black Contact Board and or Butterfly Transmitter
Mount. 1A Rotary Dial single slot, and a 10 Button 3 slot.
PARTS:
All Parts Considered Including:
E-10-E, 10-E and 10G upper housing locks with or Without keys.
14E lock with original key.
12A, 12B, 15A and #14 Vault Door Locks.
Western Electric 3 Slot Vault Doors, need a Black and a Green in
nice condition.
Payphone Handset Cords, Straight Black Rubber.
Canadian 3 slot Coin Chute.
Western Electric Extension Ringer (Gong) with Sleigh Bells.
Glass Mouthpieces with W/E threads.
I appreciate hearing if you have any or know of any of these items
for sale.
Mark Johnston 443-244-2825, mark4589@hotmail.com
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ANTIQUE TELEPHONE COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 2805
Salina, KS 67401
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Eight Colors of the Stromberg Carlson 1202 Handset Telephone
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